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Visit our pop-up store 
at Tiki Oasis 201) for 


exclusive merchandise, 
art & a Shag signing. 


“Plumage” - Framed and matted giclee 
print, signed/numbered edition of 75. 
A Shag Store/Tiki Oasis exclusive. 


SHAG is the first retail store 
and gallery dedicated 
exclusively to the artist Shag. 
Located in the Downtown 
Palm Springs Design 

District, the store offers 
prints, books, paintings, 


merchandise & other products 


available only at this location. 
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From The 


EDITOR 


Aloha, 


Welcome to the Fall '11 issue of Tiki Magazine. This issue could 
really be called Summer/Fall '11 but we'll go with Fall '11 for sim- 
plicity. | hope your summer is treating you well. Tiki season is in 
full swing and we the staff at Tiki Magazine have been fortunate 
enough to attend many events. Some of these include Mojave Oasis, 
Tiki Caliente, and the Hukilau. 


We have some great stuff in store for you in this issue. We start off 
with a cover by Thor that highlights our feature story on Tiki in 
Comics written by Matthew Rios. We pay tribute to El Segundo, 
CA's The Purple Orchid Tiki Bar as they celebrate their 10th anniver- 
sary. Kari Hendler shares their story. Aaron Ragan-Fore tells us how 
Portland, OR's NW Tiki Kon got started. 


Huntington Beach, CA Hulabilly band the Hula Girls is our music 
feature. If you've ever been to one of their shows you'll hear great 
music and you might notice the beautiful girls in coconut bras and 
grass skirts dancing at each end of the stage. They are models Judy 
Luck and Dinah DeRosa. We photographed them at San Diego's 
historic Bali Hai for our pictorial, the Girls of the Hula Girls. Will 
Viharo gives us the lowdown on the remake of the CBS crime drama 
Hawaii 5-O. We have these features and much, much more. 


So, put on your favorite Hawaiian shirt or dress, pour yourself a 
tasty cocktail, and let us do what we do best, bring the islands to 
you. We'll see you next in March 2012 for our Spring '12 issue which 
will feature an original cover by Book of Tiki cover artist, Germany's 
Moritz R. Have a great holiday season and we'll see you soon. 


Mahalo, 


Nick 
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Crazy AL's Tiki Corner 13: 
Images Courtesy Tikimania.com 


So, back to the mega building supply's garden shop and my trepidations 
of crazy clones which | started to discuss in the last installment of 'the 
Corner.’ It was clear. For me, here were my designs in a major American 
megastore chain. This could be a great opportunity, This could also be a 
personal nightmare. What to do? | clearly was not receiving any acknowl- 
edgement or compensation for my personal artworks/design. From work- 
ing within the commercial art field for almost 20 years, | knew I needed 
to take a stand. 


| knew the importance of declaring ownership of one's property and 
defending it was a must. Even if there's not monetary compensation to 
gain, the development and documentation of ownership must be estab- 
lished if future cases should arise. | knew a pattern of letting unautho- 
tized copies of my work go unchallenged could be used against me in 
the future. The first thing a large corporation would say in defending 
against a suit would be, “Why are you singling us out for what many oth- 
ers have done in the past.” | pondered confrontation with Cabana Classic. 
| had just paid off a significant credit card debt over the past four years 
and my business was basically debt free. A standard cease and desist 
letter from a reputable firm that might strike fear and reappraisal into 
the reader would cost in the order of $2,000.00. With the spiraling econ- 
omy of 2008, this sum was not looking all too prudent. Yes, | might get 
an immediate settlement for twice this amount or maybe more. | could 
also get in a fight with a balance of $20,000.00 minimum. The many gra- 
cious lawyers, recommended by artists with litigious experience, gave 
me about the same advice. With my copyrights, | had a good case; how- 
ever, “Money up front please. There is not enough incentive in this case 
to take it pro bono.” | wasn't lucky enough to have a large corporation 
clearly making millions on my designs. I've been told by firsthand knowl- 
edge that a lawsuit on contingency would not have been a problem, if 
this were the case. 


My concerns of standing up for my designs while acquiring another large 
debt loomed over Bone Productions' Headquarters. | started to pack 
away coconuts and fortify the coffers. As news hit of Home Depot distri- 
bution, desperation for action welled. It only costs a little to send a per- 
sonal certified letter by U.S. Mail. | decided to get the ball rolling. Drawing 
together all my evidence and making my case, | sent a letter to Cabana 
Classics. This | found out | should have done the first moment | saw the 
infringement. If the accused knowingly uses a design without permis- 
sion, then malicious intent can be added to the case and a minimum of 
$30,000.00 can be asked in compensation. Off went the letter. And... 
my guardian Tikis must have done their job. The reply | got was, “Sorry, 
we went bankrupt” Not a big surprise considering Cabana Classics may 
have been launched in the worst economic downturn since the Great 
Depression. | was, at the start, interested if my designs would do well in 
production in such times. I'd hoped for the best actually. Whether my 
designs were not desirable or if just poor timing and management were 
to blame is left in question (Tikis were a very small part of the products 
they offered.) | do know I'm glad my own monetary situation did not 
take a hit. Plenty of profit made it into someone else's hands with the 
aid of my designs, but my Tikis had the last word. They belong to me! 
Somewhere in China are molds of my Tikis #13 and #80. | wonder if 
they will make more clones or be destroyed. 


Hip Original. 


Owning a design is of paramount importance to the artist. Design and 
image are the product and property of the artist. All images should be 
registered with the U.S. copyright office to stand up in court. It is true 
that an artist only needs to sign or publish his images to stake owner- 
ship. But any lawyer will adamantly state that an artist better have a 
registered paper trail to win a case. | neglected for years to copyright 
my Tikis since it was $30 a design and went up! (Now cost is $35 
online.) However, you can group a body of work into a 'Collection' and 
cover many, many designs with the one-time $35 fee for one copy- 


Tiki #13's influence on 


Tiki #13. Wim Thieleman. 


Tiki #146's influence on Wim Thieleman. Al's Tiki #146. 


right. | suggest copyrighting every year's worth of work. For $35 and the aid of digital tech- 
nology, why not? Information can be found at http://www.copyright.gov/. 


My Tiki #13 design, discussed at length in my previous Corners, found another Buddha 
type challenger to its originality. I've mentioned before that | found a similar design while 
in Hawaii years ago. A Hawaiian resin Tiki-producing company from the early seventies, 
Hip Originals, had made this Buddha design. It was a bit different from my 'Tiki-Budda’ 
design (respectfully misspelled). Recently, | came across another 'Hip Original’ Buddha 
that was even more like mine. And | came across two of these designs in one week! This 
Buddha Tiki had its feet splayed similar to my design I've touted as being so original. | 
do not collect vintage resin Tikis, and if | had, | probably would have run across this design 
sooner. Humph!? Similarity in design will always be contested in copyright issues. Since 
I've been posting pictures of my body of work on the internet, many similar crazy designs 
have been popping up. Now with Facebook ‘friends,’ I'm getting more complements and 
questions if it is all right to mimic my previous work. One metal worker, Tom Schell, was 
very considerate in his request to study my designs. | mentioned to him one of the most 
common art school assignments is to copy a piece of your favorite artist's work, or any of 
that of the 'masters.' I've happened across other similar works to mine. Take my Tiki #146 
that I carved on the island of Kawai. Its face combines a few carving styles. | carved styl- 
ized Cook Island and Marquesan eyes with a Hawaiian nose and mouth which | made 
up on the spot and was very proud of. While browsing a “friend's” Facebook gallery, | 
couldn't help but notice the same unique facial combination on Wim Thielemans' carv- 
ing. He also has incorporated Tiki #13's sacred clasped hands and squished eyes in the 
design of 'his' Tikis. He commented “I was only carving for one year and of course check- 
ing everyone else's work around, to admire... | guess i had to learn and learn... I'm sure 
that my own style will come in years.” He is already carving interesting stuff! Imitative 
work that is not mass produced for commercial gain is flattery, right? 


Early on, import-company Smokin' Tikis incorporated elements of my Tiki #13 design into 
a 'bottle-opener-tiki' (carved in Indonesia); changing it enough to mass produce without 
needing my approval. I'm glad it never ended up in Home Depot like the other Tiki in the 
corer... with sacred clasped hands. 


If you happen to see the designs from Cabana Classics (depicted in the Spring 2011 Vol.7 
No. 1) showing up on store shelves, or other 'Crazy' Tikis, please email info or pictures to 
al@tikimania.com 


More pictures of Crazy Al Tiki comparisons can be found on 
www.Tikimania.com and Facebook @ Crazy-Al Tikimania. 


Tiki #13's influence on Tom Schell. 


“TEURICA DECOR, 


Suppliers World Wide for over SO Years 


‘ BAMBOO HOLES \ 4 > BALM LEAF THATCHING 
‘CARVED TIKIS/MASKS = ¢(\y  * BAMBOO FENCING 

- NATIYE MATTINGS SSi - HAWAIIAN 

‘ OUTRIGGER CANOES 7 PARER GOODS 

‘ NAUTICAL DECOR ‘LEIS & HULA SUPALIES 


IMPORT/WHOLESALE 
Tel: (562) 698-6960 12414 Whittier Blvd. Email 


Fax (562) 945-0868 Whittier, California 90602 USA oceanicarts@earthlink.net 


TikiPaws.com 


TikiPaws.com has everything for your 4-legged Ohana - and save some 
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Hawaii's Okolemaluna Tiki Lounge 


Okolemaluna Tiki Lounge 
‘75-5799 Alii Dr. 
Kailua Kona, HI 96740 


Kanaloa 

Mansion House, The Glasshouse 
20 Glassford St 

Glasgow, Scotland G1 1UL 


Trader Sam's and The Tangaroa Terrace 
Disneyland Hotel 

450 Magic Way 

Anaheim, CA 92802 
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ONGOING /CURRENT 


Ancestors of the Lake: Art of LaKe Sentani 
and Humboldt Bay, New Guinea 

The Menil Collection, Houston, TX 

May 6 - August 28, 2011 

menilorg 


Ancestors of the Lake: Art from Lake Sentani and Humboldt Bay, 
New Guinea brings together many of these important pieces for the 
first time. In the 1903 Netherlands New Guinea Expedition, surgeon 
G.A.J. van der Sande was commissioned to make a physical anthro- 
pological survey, resulting in a detailed illustrated publication, photo- 
graphs, and collections now held in Dutch museums. Paul Wirz, a 
Swiss ethnologist who visited New Guinea in the 1920s, published 
an important book about Sentani culture, collected sculptures, and 
made photographs and films of the region and its people. The art of 
these waterside communities received greatest acclaim in the West 
in the 1930s, when the French writer and art dealer Jacques Viot pre- 
sented his significant collection of New Guinea in Paris and New York. 
In 1959 the the Museum of Primitive Art in New York presented the 
first major survey of these regional art styles at New York's Museum 
of Primitive Art; a catalogue by Simon Kooijman accompanied that 
groundbreaking exhibition. 


The exhibit will include approximately fifty works, uniting Jacques 
Viot's collection with equally superior examples of Sentani and 
Humboldt Bay art gathered by Wirz and others. Works from the Menil 
Collection will also be featured, along with domestic and internation- 
al loans from public and private sources. A catalogue will accompa- 
ny the exhibition, edited by curator Virginia-Lee Webb and including 
essays by leading scholars of the art and historical photographs of 
Sentani and Humboldt Bay. 


Cook, Melville and Gauguin: Voyage to Paradise 
San Diego Maritime Museum 

May 27, 2011 - January 1, 2011 
sdmaritime.org/three-voyages 


Imagine what treasures one would have seen exploring the Pacific 
islands in centuries past? The Three Voyages to Paradise exhibit is 
inspired by those very visions as seen through the eyes of Captain 
James Cook, author Herman Melville and impressionist painter Paul 
Gauguin. 


Highlighting this extraordinary exhibit are original paintings creat- 
ed by the official expedition artists (William Hodges and John 
Webber), on James Cook's second and third Voyages of Discovery. 
Scientific and navigation instruments from Cook's time as well as 
personal effects and Cook memorabilia will also be displayed along 
with Charts and Pacific artifacts from the period. Paintings, engrav- 
ings and whaling artifacts representative of Herman Melville's 
episodic adventure in the South Seas will be interpreted using 
select examples of his writings. 


x< 0). 
© > Pe 
oS Le 


bee 


Central to the exhibition will be a comprehensive collection of 
original oil and watercolor paintings, woodblock prints, engrav- 
ings and sculpture by Paul Gauguin. This exhibit will comprise the 
largest display of three-dimensional Gauguin masterpieces cur- 
rently seen anywhere in the world, including a newly discovered 
Gauguin wood carving on display for the first time in America. 


Monday Night Movies: Forbidden Thrills 

First Wed. of the Month: Otto's Grotto 

Last Thursday of the Month: International Flight Lounge 
Tiki Central Wednesdays 

Forbidden Island, Alameda, CA 


forbiddenislandalameda.com 


Tiki in Milwaukee, what more do you want’? 
Foundation Tiki Bar, Milwaukee, WI 


foundationbar.com 


Tiki Central All-Night Happy Hour 
Last Thursday of the Month 
Trader Vic's, Emeryville, CA 


tradervicsemeryville.com 


Exotica Sundays 
4PM until Closing 
Tonga Hut, North Hollywood, CA 


tongahut.com 


An Evening in Shangri-La 

Third Sat. of the Month 

Chef Shangri-La, Riverside, IT 
7930 W 26th St. 

(7208) 442-7080 


Tiki Tuesdays 
Bar Pink, San Diego, CA 
3829 30th St. 
(619) 564-7194 


Primativa in Hi-Fi 
6-11PM, Tuesdays 
PKNY, NY, N 


pkny.com 


LOUIE LAD. OAT EG® 


Tiki Central Wednesdays 

Aloha Fridays 

(First Drink 1/2 price for those wearing Aloha Shirts) 
FranKie's Tiki Room, Las Vegas, NY 


frankiestikiroom.com 


Tiki Central Wednesdays 
Tiki-Ti, Los Angeles, C. 


tiki-tiicom 


Tiki Tuesdays 
Smuggler's Cove, San Francisco, CA 
smugglerscovesf.com 


Happy “Tiki" Hours, 3-GPM 
Teer Vic's, LA Live, 


tradervicsla.com 


UPCOMING 


Fourth Annual Surf Guitar 101 
Convention 

The Starting Gate, 

Los Alamitos, CA 

surfguitarlOl.com 

August 13, 2011 


Sone Gu 


ANNUAL CONVENTION 


‘SATURDAY, AUGUST 13, 2011 


‘9AM-UPM 


Tiki Oasis Il. 


South of the Border 
San Diego, CA 
August 18-21, 2011 


eee oc FEE il\\!"=) Quitrer 2G 
tikioasis.com 
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Waikiki Tiki 

Huntington Beach, CA 
September 4, 2011 
www.donthebeachcomber.com 


Forbidden Island 
Parking Lot Sale 
Alameda, CA 

Sunday, September 25, 2011 
forbiddenislandalameda.com 
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NEWS (continued) 


CATT: Chicago Area 
Tiki Tour 

September 30 - Oct. 2, 20II 
www.facebook.com/pages/ 
Chicago-Area-Tiki-Tour- 
Sept-30-Oct-2-2011/ 
127540410654155 


Goin’ Primitive 
Newberry Springs, CA 
October 14-16, 2011 
tiki-caliente.com/info 


COOL STUFF... 


White Cloud Chronicles: 

An Account of a Sailing Trip by Yacht 
from Chicago to San Francisco via 
the Panama Canal, as Told in Letters 
from Lucille Kent to Eileen Juchter, 
Winter of 1945-46. 

Edited by Kendra Barron. 

Blurb, 2011. Softcover, 69 pgs 
blurb.com/bookstore /detail/2124761 


While a brief and easy read, Kendra Barron's compilation of Skipper 
Kent's wife's letters while sailing from Chicago to California via the 
Panama Canal in the 40's provides a welcome insight into the life 
of an elusive adventurer and businessman known to most of us as 
the proprietor of two of Polynesian Pop's most notorious establish- 
ments, Oakland's Zombie Village and San Francisco's Skipper Kent's. 
Complete with route maps and rare photographs, White Cloud 
Chronicles could make the perfect Summer vacation read-order it 
and take it with you to Hawaii, The Caribbean, Tiki Oasis, or wher- 
ever your holiday finds you. It's a fascinating insight into not only 
the Kent family, but nautical travel and the spirit of the 40s as well. 
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Surf Beat: 

Rock 'N' Roll's Forgotten Revolution 
By Kent Crowley 

Backbeat Books, 2011. Softcover, 256 pgs. 
backbeatbooks.com 


For those interested in reading about the 
history of the musical genre known under 
the casual umbrella of “surf” music, there 
have always been two go-to books: John 
Blair's Illustrated Discography of Surf 
Music 1961-1965, and Bob Dalley's vir- 
tually impossible-to-find Surfin' Guitars: Instrumental Surf Bands of 
the Sixties. Well, now Kent Crowley has teamed up with Backbeat 
Books to release a widely available trade paperback on the subject 
that is a welcome addition to any music library. Chock-full of not 
only the facts and anecdotes behind the music, but rare archival pho- 
tographs, Surf Beat will undoubtedly provide insight for even the 
most hardcore Surf music fans 


SOUNDS... 


Exotic Sounds 

of Jerry Sun 

Jerry Sun 

Bacchus Archives, Dionysus 
Records, 2011 
dionysusrecords.com 


The Exotic Sounds of 


JERRY SUN 


The recordings on this limit- 
ed-edition LP were literally 
unearthed from an original 7” 
reel of rehearsals marked 
“after practice tape” from a 1962 Seattle session. Produced by Jeff 
Chenault and released by Lee Joseph's Dionysus Label, this record is 
the sonic equivalent of uncovering a previously unknown 60's Tiki 
restaurant! Unknown to most everyone, Jerry Sun was a profession- 
al vibe player with a penchant for blending jazz and tropical melodies 
who considered Martin Denny, Arthur Lyman and Cal Tjader his big 
heroes. This comes across in a huge way on this record, and it can 
justifiably be proclaimed that it should now be a treasured part of 
any serious Exotica collection. With tunes like the cool Bossa Nova 
of Jobim's Desafinado, Exotica classics Taboo, Tiki and Quiet Village 
and the all-out jazz flailing of On Green Dolphin Street, this record is 
guaranteed to please even the most jaded collector. 


Surf Beat ‘80 (CD Reissue) 
Jon & The Nightriders 

Crossfire Publications, 2011 
Johnblairus 


Like instrumental surf music? Well, 
then you owe a huge thank you 
and appreciation to guitarist, band- 
leader and music historian John 
Blair, who virtually brought “Surf” 
music back from the dead in 1980 


eee 


DEAAKOON 


with the release of Surf Beat '80. This recording and band are now 
undeniably considered the instigators of the so-called “second 
wave” of surf music, which ushered in a whole new era of instru- 
mental music and bands that would change the history and scope 
of the scene forever. Not only is this the first time the record has 
been released on CD, but it has been digitally remixed and remas- 
tered AND contains 6 bonus tracks! Throw this CD in, crank it up 
and bask in the reverb-drenched staccato glory of, quite literally, 
the record that re-started it all! 


Zanshin 

The Secret Samurai 
Muad'Dib Records, 2011. 
secretsamurai.org 


It's About Time! 


The TomorrowMen 
Double Crown Records, 2011 
tmengurf.com, dblcrown.com 


Where Jon & The Nightriders 
are responsible for surf music 
being re-discovered and 
growing into a bonafide 
musical genre of strength and 
longevity, these two modern 
bands, San Diego's The Secret 
Samurai and the Bay Area's The TomorrowMen are demonstrating 
how far it has progressed and where it will head into the future. 
For some of the very best in modern instrumental music, look no 
further than these two powerhouse bands. Pay special attention 
to the incredible tones and timbres laid down by modern record 
production masters Dave Klein and Ferenc Dobronyi on stand-out 
tracks like The TomorrowMen's Claire de Lune, Chronosurf and 
Requiem For A TomorrowMan and The Secret Samurai's Carioca, 
Musume Doseiji and the title track Zanshin. Clearly demonstrating 
that surf can be simultaneously progressive and traditional, The 
Secret Samurai and The TomorrowMen have just raised the instru- 
mental bar and set a new standard of excellence! 


Mondo Cacti 
The Reverb Syndicate 
thereverbsynicate.ca 


While Spaghetti Western- 
influenced instrumental rock 
appears every once in awhile 
on an isolated track or two, 
it is far more uncommon to 
encounter an entire album of 
the stuff. Thankfully, Canada's 


ROE DOE AAO) 


The Reverb Syndicate have, as they themselves so accurately explain, 
combined the soundtrack to Endless Summer and The Good, the 
Bad and The Ugly to provide one of the coolest recorded sound- 
scapes of the Summer. Feel the Latin-tinged heat of The 
Unsophisticated Senor, dig the fuzz of A Plethora of Pinatas, bounce 
to the gallup of The 7 Habits of Highly Effective Gunfighters and 
emote during the acoustic trip of Los Alamos Breeze. This is an 
extremely impressive release and creates a perfect summer, home 
Tiki environment, cocktail-drinking vibe! 


Quiet Village Podcast 
digitikicom 


Dr. Zarkov's Tiki Lounge 


radiofairfax.org 


Cocktail Nation Podcast 


cocKtailnation. net 


Cudra Clover Exotica Hour 
cudraclover podomatic.com 


luxuriamusic.com 


Surf Guitar 101 Podcasts 
surfguitarlOl.com/podcast 


RIP. 


Trader Vic's, Chicago, IL 

Trader Vic's, Scottsdale, AZ 

Kona-Kai, Chicago, IL 

Puka Bar, Long Beach, CA 

Comic Book legend Gene Colan 

Motorhead Guitarist Wurzel, AKA Michael Burston 


Voice of Enchanted Tiki Room Bird Jose 
and Disney legend Wally Boag 


Rockabilly Guitarist for The Go-Getters 
Robin Johnson, AKA Big Man 


X-Ray Spex singer Poly Styrene 
Alice in Chains bassist Mike Starr 
Jazz Drummer Joe Morello 

Big Wave Surfer Sion Milosky 


Waltah's Clarke's Hawaiian Shops executive 
Gretchen Clarke 


Television visionary Sherwood Schwartz 


PF Dineen Wess Ram 6 www.tropikiglobal.com 
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HTTP:/ /WWW.FACEROOK.COM/PAGES/MARIA-B-MAKEUP-AND-HAIR/328178577695 
EMAIL: MARIABMUAH@GMAIL.COM 


FFANY KE 
photographed by Ww 
talent director AIDE ALHAMBRA 
www.bikinisandbottles.net 
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ROBB HAMEL: BLACK VELVET VISIONS 
Story by Dave Larsen 


Images courtesy of Robb Hamel 


Robb Hamel has won acclaim and become a collected artist with his moody 
black velvet exotica paintings, but he wasn't always a fan of the art form 
typically associated with gaudy renderings of matadors, female nudes and 
Elvis Presley. 


When Robb and his wife, Lorie, moved into their mid-century modern home 
in Middletown, Ohio in 1999, they found a cheaply framed black velvet 
painting of a panther:‘hanging on the wall. “We each grabbed one side of 
the painting and threw it into the front yard so it could be taken out to the 
trash;” Robb recalled. Less than a decade later, Robb would make a name 
for himself in the Tiki art world with his dramatic black velvet paintings 
depicting Tikis and Moai amid pitch-dark settings touched by radiant light. 
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Robb has created and sold about 70 of his black velvet 
paintings since 2007. His works have been exhibited at the 
annual Hukilau and Tiki Caliente art shows, the Harold Golen 
Gallery in Miami, Planet Rooth Studios in San Diego, and 
the Velveteria Museum in Portland, Ore. “It's been kind of 
fun working in the most loathed form of art known to man,” 
Robb said, laughing. Today, black velvet paintings again dec- 
orate his home. 


Robb, age 47, turned to painting after leaving the high-pres- 
sure world of advertising, where he spent 11 years work- 
ing as a commercial photographer, specializing in photos 
that required special effects. Lorie suggested that he try 
painting on black velvet because of the dynamic drawings 
that Robb did in high school, working with colored pencils 
on black paper to define objects only by the light that strikes 
them. “The whole goal of painting is to tease the eye,” Robb 
said. “In this case it's your subconscious trying to fill in all 
these spots that aren't there.” 


Robb was a fan of Tiki art, but he initially scoffed at the idea 
of doing it himself because of the style's sometimes “car- 
toonish” nature. “It was very, very hard to do something 
that wasn't serious,” he said. Robb said he wanted to do 
fine art, not illustration. His goal was to connect “lowbrow” 
Tiki art with 19th-century American landscape art. “Take 
something that basically is Poly-Pop and take it back to an 
Old Master approach,” Robb explained. 


Meticulous by nature, Robb researched the history of vel- 
vet painting, which started in ancient Kashmir, where the 
fabric originated. He studied the works of Edgar Leeteg and 
Ralph Burke Tyree, two mid-20th century American artists 
who worked inthe Pacific islands and became famous for 
their paintings of beautiful Polynesian women. 
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Robb even put his materials to the test, leaving swatches of old black velvet paintings 
out in the sun for two summers, along with samples of his own paints and velvets, to 
try to get as much permanence as possible. It can be difficult just to get paint to apply 
to velvet, Robb said. “If you paste it on thick like the old-timers did it's just this thick 
gooey mass sitting on top of the velvet, but | found | like to rub the paint down into the 
knap to create a softer, more ethereal appearance.’ 


Robb soon developed his style, which California's Orange County Weekly described as 
“enveloping black-velvet moodiness.” With Lorie's help he started selling paintings on 
eBay, where was discovered by Hukilau producer and co-founder Christie White, aka 
Tiki Kiliki. Christie encouraged Robb to post his paintings on the Tiki Central website, 
and invited him to debut his work at the 2008 Hukilau Tiki Art Show. Robb's paintings 
“evoke such mystery,” said Christie, who counts one of his works as the most treasured 
possession in her collection. “I've always been drawn to velvet paintings for different 
reasons -- some for the kitsch appeal, some for their impeccable beauty -- but Robb's 
paintings had an all-new draw to them,” Christie said. “They seemed to tell a story and 
invited you to escape inside them.” 


Robb's paintings have been well received by the Tiki community and beyond. “When 
people see his work they are always amazed that a work of art can be created on vel- 
vet,” Christie said. Robb also credits his success to the continued support of Ken Ruzic, 
Rory Snyder, Hanford Lemoore, and his friends from Tiki Central and the Fraternal Order 
of Moai. 
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Robb sells his paintings directly through his website, www.robb- 
hamel.com. He has collectors who own as many as five of his paint- 
ings, which are priced according to their size and complexity. His 
works typically are 2-by-3-feet in size and can take as long as five 
weeks to complete, as was the case with his latest piece, “Sugar Rush.” 


Painting on black velvet has unique demands. Robb sometimes has 
to make brush strokes from bottom to top because of the direction 
of the knap, as opposed to top to bottom like a traditional painter. 
Staring at a pure black plane that fills his field of vision for up to 10 
hours a day “has a really tough psychological impact,” Robb said. 
Perhaps the greatest challenge is a zero margin for error. Robb can't 
just paint over mistakes on black velvet, so he has to maintain con- 
stant focus. “Anyone who has done that, stayed at 100 percent con- 
centration for hours, knows you can't keep that up for too long with- 
out it absolutely draining your mind,” he said. 
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So, much as he did with the panther painting he once found hang- 
ing in his new home, Robb is tossing black velvet painting aside once 
again - at least for now. “I'm giving the velvet a rest fora while,” Robb 
said. He will still produce occasional velvet paintings, but he plans 
to focus instead on a large collection of new pieces on canvas. They 
include daylight scenes, which are better suited to that medium. The 
first of his new canvas works, “Sentinel of Matapua,” makes its debut 
in Tiki Magazine. “| wanted to keep going with velvet, but-these 
designs have been accumulating in my sketchbook for years now, to 
the point where | feel such an intense need to do them and get them 
out of my system that I can't focus on anything else but that right 
now,” Robb said. 


Robb described his new paintings as “classically styled art depicting 
my fantasies of what Polynesia might have been like.” Working on 
canvas allows him to have fun and “do some improvisational paint- 
ing,” he said. Robb hopes his canvas work will evolve to become 
more like something you would see at an art museum. “One reason 
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why I'm taking this approach is so that | can work on my fun- 
damental skills with a medium that isn't so unforgiving, using 
techniques learned over centuries,” he said. “That way when 
I start doing new velvets I'll be a stronger artist.’ 
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A MISADVENTURE IN MEDIA 
Story by Matthew Rios 


We “urban archeologists” have a special lot in life; we are the guardians of the 
old, the purveyors of the archaic. We are the ones who chase after and protect 
the vintage in a vacuum of modernity. Despite the difficulties, this is no chore- 
we revel in the hunt for every tiny object discovered because we love them. For 
me, my first collectable loves were comic books. Long before | discovered the 
joy of ceramic Tiki mugs and previous to my collection of old horror movie VHS 
tapes, | had been a ravenous comic fan. Whether they were shiny new books, 
or ones with torn-up and ratty covers, | loved them all. Cut to years later, and I'm 
still a giant nerd for them (although | prefer to be called a “comic book connois- 
seur"). | have boxes and stacks of these marvelous magazines all over my house. 
So when Nick Camara (editor of Tiki Magazine) approached me last year to write 
a “Tiki in Comics" feature, | was stoked. Besides my passion for them, | also work 
at a comic shop and know my way around all the issues. However, there's no 
guide or list to follow for this topic, so | had to work entirely from scratch and 
memory. 


Emerging in the 1930's, comics originally re-printed comic strips that first appeared 
in newspapers. Over the years, various other genres and styles appeared, such 
as crime, horror, sports, and the most popular, superheroes. And just like any 
other form of media, comics acted as cultural sponges; soaking up trends, fash- 
ions, and constantly evolving ways of living. For example: when the disco era 
hit, Batman's sidekick Robin ditched his shorts and cape for a giant collar and 
chest-bearing uniform. Unfortunately, the Tiki scene wasn't something that got 

Includirg caught this cultural comic net. So as | went along my journey, | did my best to 
| “JUMPIN' locate specific images and sections that make up our rather large tiki scene. 
fi JUNGLE JIVE” Because as we all know, Tiki isn't just a totem or specific mug, but many parts 

—_—___ that make it a whole. So, without further ado... 


THE JUNGLE BOOK(S) 


By far, the simplest and most plentiful tropical motif in the comic book world is 
the jungle. Mysterious, lush, treacherous: jungles have been a constant danger 
pO, to everyone from British explorers in pith helmets to Tarzan, king of the jungle. 
ie newt ort. on, Peril can come from any source: be it flesh-eating plants, ferocious felines, or 

“omonstow. cannibalistic tribesmen. There's an endless allure to the danger hidden inside of 
them. Let's take a look now, not only the dense flora itself, but the adventurous 
souls that inhabit them. 


When it comes to jungle locales, Hawaii's are probably the first that pop into our 
minds. Hawaii is the Big Kahuna of origin for us. The problem is specific ideas 
and motifs of the tropical world are glazed over when presented to the public. 
A palm tree here or there becomes a lazy substitute for hard research to exca- 
vate its deeper history. But for comic book /s/and Tales, antiquity and culture are 
y the most important factors. Island Tales is a recent, ongoing comic whose main 
i purpose is to weave classic Polynesian mythology into modern day storytelling. 
. it Creator Stephen Smirl was displeased that Polynesian mythology wasn't being 

represented in the comic book world like other cultures were (Hercules from 
Greek myths; Thor from Nordic ones). Island Tales is already several books deep 
into its run, with many more to go. Plans for future issues will include such 
Hawaiian legends and stories as: the Rainbow Maiden, Sirena, and the Shark 
God. 
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Between the 1940s and 1950s, a trend in comics came about which followed 
the exploits of women who thrived in jungles worldwide. The stands were full 
of femme fatales with names such as: Zegra, Dagar, and Wana. But the most 
famous jungle queen in all comicdom is Shanna the She-Devil. First appearing 
in 1972, Shanna was created through a small movement over at Marvel Comics 
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to draw a more female fan base. Unfortunately, the series ended 
after only 5 issues, but the character continued to pop up in vari- 
ous books over the years, including Daredevil and Hulk. Currently, 
Shanna resides in an island out of time, known as the Savage Land: 
a junglistic world inhabited not only by lush foliage, but prehis- 
toric creatures as well. Plus, it doesn't hurt that she's unimagin- 
ably beautiful and has impossibly shaped curves. 


Because of their popularity, jungle girl comics popped up all over 
the place. Just about every company back then had one or two of 
their own. Most of them were original creations, but some were 
based on characters from movie serials, such as Nyoka, the Jungle 
Girl. The newest addition to this group is actually based on one of 
our own tiki celebrities: Marina, the fire eating mermaid. Tarot: 
Witch of the Black Rose follows the mystical (and rather risqué) 
adventures of a witch who balances the worlds of man and magic. 
The series is written, illustrated, and published by artist Jim Balent, 
who has been working on this series since 2000. Marina, who 
happened to be a big fan of his, ended up befriending the comic 
creator. Balent had been working on a fire breathing warrior mer- 
maid character for some time and with permission, Marina allowed 
him to base the character on her. While still currently in produc- 
tion as this is being written, the unnamed aquatic character will 
be used for a two-issue story starting in September and possible 
tales in the future. 


But Marina isn't the only Tiki celebrity to grace the pages of a comic 
book. In fact, our very favorite mixologist, Beachbum Berry also 
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graced the pages of inked media. 
Marvel Comics title Deadpool fol- 
lows the exploits of a mentally 
insane, near un-killable, merce- 
nary for hire. Issue #51 features 
Deadpool and teen sidekick Kid 
Deadpool snooping around a Tiki 
bar for some intel. As the two 
approach the counter, our intrep- 
id heroes meet the bartender, 
who introduces himself as 
Beachbum Berry. As you can see 
from the picture, it doesn't 
look...quite like him, or as the 
Bum himself put it “I look like 
Conan O'Brien on steroids”. The 
writer and artist never contacted 
Berry about this, so it appears to 
be a fan tossing in a fun Easter 
egg. The comic even includes 
shout-outs to Ray Buhen (owner 
of Hollywood's Tiki Ti) and Otto 
von Stroheim (of Tiki Oasis)! 
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Aside from these specific instances, you can find jungle adventures in 
just about every comic series. Whether it be tracking down gangsters in 
Hawaii (The Punisher), tangling with African smugglers (Gorilla Man), or 
searching for treasure on Easter Island (Uncle Scrooge). 


While less prominent than the jungle, the EASLY most recognizable image 
I came across was the traditional, the classic, and the always classy Moai. 
| was ecstatic to see comic covers with oddly adorned and strange look- 
ing stone faces plastered across them. Yet when looking inside, much of 
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the history behind them wasn't 
present. Instead, they were 
replaced with something a bit 
more...foreign. 


From way back in 1952 came 
Strange Adventures, a sci-fi 
anthology series by DC Comics. 
Each issue housed 3-4 various 
tales that ranged from space 
operas to bizarre misadventures 
through time. Issue 16 featured 
a story called “The Secret of 
Easter Island!”, in which an 
archeological group heads to 
Easter Island in order to discover the origin of these amazing (and for some reason, red) 
artifacts. As the group digs around, they come across an underground dwelling, inhabit- 
ed by a race of crimson aliens who were stranded in the pacific years ago. These aliens, 
who bear a striking resemblance to our favorite stone heads, were worshiped by the 
natives who carved their visages in the rocks we have today. 


Vertigo's Seaguy #2 


Not all Moais present in comics are actually the Easter Island Heads we know and love. 
In fact, many times they are alluded to with a wink and a nod. Superman Adventures # 
51 focuses on Clark Kent's two loves: Lana Lang and Lois Lane, who find themselves 
traveling together on a tropical cruise. When they get washed ashore during a storm, 
the duo discovers a batty scientist who worships a stone head named “Tikamok.” Turns 
out the statue is really an ancient being, forced into suspended animation because of 
the atomic testing of the 50's. Luckily, Superman saves the day, and the alien creature 
returns to its slumber. 


Everyone's favorite super-pow- 
ered group the Justice League 
has tangled with evil stone 
heads a few times in their long 
running career, starting with 
Justice League of America # 15. 
In this adventure, a strange 
group of stone monsters begin 
rampaging across Earth. In real- 
ity, these creatures have been 
shifted into our world, after sev- 
eral nuclear blasts at A-Bomb 
testing sites. Luckily, the League 
setthings right and these beings 
return home. Meanwhile in 
Super Powers # 3, a fearsome 
battle on Easter Island sends 
Green Lantern and Wonder 
Woman back 900 years in the 
past. There, they discover the 
true inspiration for the Moai 
carvings: a group of alien 
invaders named the M'Mtnek. 
Luckily for us, the JLA stop them 
in their tracks before they can 
enslave the human race. And 
as a thank you, the primitive 
villagers of long ago end up 
forging giant stone heads of 
each of our heroes. 


DC's Justice League of America #15 
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I'm sure at this point, you've come across the rather interesting idea 
woven through just about EVERY single one of these comics- that 
the Moais are actually alien beings who have laid dormant on Easter 
Island, patiently waiting to rise again. And more often than not, 
their slumber and ascension is liked to atomic testing. Perhaps this 
is due to the Moai's visual link to both the tiki and atomic age. Their 
unfamiliar history begs for bizarre origins to be created. Or per- 
haps the writers of these books knew something we didn't... 


Finding stone heads and mysterious villages was fun, but for me 
the most sought after and most difficult references to find were 
those dedicated to tiki bars and drinks. At first, the whole idea of 
seeing any appeared to be a lost cause, but thankfully, several ded- 
icated artist and writers did what they could to include them. 


The earliest reference to tropical drinks | could find appeared in a 
comic called Crazy, which was a humor book, in the vein of Mad 
Magazine. The cover features a patron in a bar, asking for a zom- 
bie. In the background, a monstrous ghoul looms in behind him. 
Yuk, yuk, yuk. This comic is dated 1954, well into the heyday of 
paper umbrellas and skewered fruit. 


A big source of vintage vibes can be found in the Marvel comic 
Agents of Atlas. The book is made up of forgotten 1950's comic 
book characters that even in their prime weren't the most popular. 
The team consists of a talking gorilla; a Chinese spy, an underwa- 
ter princess, and a human robot that now have to deal with action 
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and adventure in the modern world. 
The book jumps back and forth 
between current day fights and tales 
from their vintage battles. In the sec- 
ond and third issue of their inaugu- 
ral series, the Atlas group gets some 
R&R at a local New York Tiki bar. And during the course of a few hours, 
the team leader reunites with an old flame, the group is attacked by 
a mysterious spy outfit, and one of their younger members over- 
indulges on tropical drinks. 
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Marvel's Agents of Atlas 


As mentioned earlier, the Justice League is no stranger to the more 
tropical aspects of life. NOTE: just because a big-name name super- 
hero group is present, doesn't mean the big name heroes are always 
there. Over the course of 50 years, the team has gone through shake- 
up after shake-up and by the 80's and 90's, the roster included most- 
ly B and C list characters. My favorite among them were Blue Beetle 
and Booster Gold; two best buds who, while not saving the world, 
hatched every hare-brained scheme possible to make some quick cash 
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(my kinda guys). In Justice League: America # 34, the aforementioned Booster and Beetle 
“borrow” the League's funds in order to build a tropical resort. And while the team's boss 
heads over to beat them senseless, a group of incognito villains con and cheat the two 
out of every penny inside the casino. 


Fans of classic crime stories should be elated (and surprised) to see Richard Stark's Parker 
on comic shelves. San Diego based publisher IDW has put out several hardbound comic 
adaptations of Donald E. Westlake's long-running Parker book series, including The Hunter, 
The Outfit, and The Man with the Getaway Face. The series follows a criminal named 
Parker who makes it his mission in life to get both his money and the revenge he justly 
deserves after being backstabbed and left for dead. The books are adapted by famous 
comic artist Darwyn Cooke, who is well-known for his atomic-age inspired style and sto- 
ties. Cooke's most well-know work is DC: The New Frontier, which re-imagines charac- 
ters such as Batman and Wonder Woman in a post WW2 era, with an amazing look and 
attitude that encapsulates the period perfectly. 


Surprisingly, Parker isn't the only crime comic with a retro feel woven into its pages. SLG 
Publishing, the company who puts out Beachbum Berry's Intoxica! And Grog Log has 
printed a self-contained anthology called Tiki Joe's Mysteries. Set in 1950's Las Vegas, 
the comic follows former WW2 soldier Joe Halliday who does his best to get in and out 
of trouble, while trying to run his Tiki bar. 


How great is it to see all these pieces and parts that make up tiki? For me, it was really 
rewarding to come across a lone Easter Island Head on a comic cover...but | still wanted 
more. | wanted style, substance, AND real tropical influence. To get all that, readers can 
turn to only one complete source; one totally encompassing book that summarizes the 
best of Tiki: Hawaiian Dick. 


Written by B. Clay Moore and drawn by Steven Griffin, Hawaiian Dick is a supernatural 
crime drama set in 1953. The comic follows the exploits of an exiled mainland detective 
named Byrd, who spends his days drowning his sorrows along the beautiful shores of 
Honolulu. Besides having a thick noir feel to the storytelling, the book also is steeped in 
the mystical and the occult, including zombies and spirits as well as some legendary 
Hawaiian folklore, such as the Night Marchers. 


The first mini-series, Byrd of Paradise, was released in 2002 and was followed up by two 
more: The Last Resort, and Screaming Black Thunder. All three series were collected 
into what we in the comic industry call “trades” (thicker book collections of single issues 
that complete a story). The trades are jam-packed with character sketches, notes, short 
stories, and all sorts of other behind-the-scenes extras. In fact, the first collection includes 
a mini-story of misadventure told through drink recipes. Watch as Byrd dives into a “mai 
tai", comes across a “Smoking Redhead”, and ends up with a “Bruised Kidney for a 
Hawaiian Dick” (a special drink cooked up JUST for the comic book). Every page of this 
series is slathered with a real Tiki feel, by a real Tiki fan. 
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Through some internet finagling, | was able to get a hold of writer B. Clay 
Moore who was gracious enough to chit-chat with me for a while. | was- 
n't surprised to hear he was such a Tiki enthusiast, but it sure brought a 
smile to my face. Responding to a few questions of mine, Moore wrote: 
“It's always been a challenge not to go overboard with the tiki kitsch with 
Hawaiian Dick, because while we're not trying to present a documentary, 
we don't want to turn Hawaii into a Shag painting. Even though that would 
be beyond awesome.” At the end of our talk, Moore sent me some pre- 
views of the art for the next upcoming Hawaiian Dick series which looked 
so good; they made me want to squeal. And | did. 


Well, there you have it: a fun tropical trip through the colorful world of 
comic books. Getting to discover hidden combinations of my two biggest 
loves was a real treat for me. This isn't a complete catalogue of Tiki 
imagery by any means- I'm sure many of you have different examples 
that you've come across. But my fingers have too many paper cuts to 
continue, so I'll stop here. Hopefully I've excavated enough unique and 
interesting illustrations to wet your whistles. For most people, comic 
books bring up notions of overly-muscular, brightly colored, vapid punch- 
es and kicks...but they are so much more than that. Comics tell stories 
from every corner and angle of life: from the heroic, to the mysterious, 
the horrifying, and even the everyday. And what's even better is that the 
writers and artists involved have real control over their art. They get to 
express exactly what they want in whatever way they desire. These inclu- 
sions of tropical and Tiki aren't simple accidents- they were well-placed 
reflections of creators’ tastes and interests. So the next time you find a 
Moai staring back at you from the pages of a comic, you can smile know- 
ing that it was most likely made just for you. 


Tiki in Comics Checklist 


Jungle Big Kahuna 


Bettie Page Comics #1 Hawaiian Dick (All Issues) 


DC: The New Frontier #2 Tiki Joe Mysteries 
Deadpool #51 

Fleener #1 Drinks and Dives 
Gorilla Man #2 Agents of Atlas #2, 3 


Island Tales #1 

Punisher #17-19 

Shanna, the She-Devil #1-6 
Tarot #70 


Moai 

Gorilla Man #2 

JLA #15 

Seaguy #2 

Strange Adventures #16 
Super Powers #3 
Superman Adventures #51 
Tales to Astonish #5 


Uncle Scrooge Adventures #3 


Where Creatures Roam #3 


American Vampire #13 
Crazy #4 

Deadpool #51 
Hellblazer-Chas #2 

Justice League: America #34 
Parker: The Hunter 
Superman Adventures #51 
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A rare archival photo of Ann posing at the Mai-Kai 
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® The elusive Mystery Girl movie available in the Mai-Kai's gift 
shop featured Ann 


Story by Tim “Swanky” Glazner 
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“Send these four girls over.” Robert Thornton, owner of the Mai-Kai, looked 
over the images given to him by the photographer and picked out a few 
brunettes and a redhead. They were always looking for new talent in the 
small town of Fort Lauderdale to be servers in the bar or Mystery Girls. A 
bit later, Bob met with his brother Jack and manager Leonce Picot to 
review the girls in the main dining room. They sat out in front of the stage 
waiting for the girls to come out into the lights but on this day, instead 
of the expected four girls, there was just one - Ann Campbell, a wig model. 
The girls in all four of the photos were Ann! She got the job, and needed 
it to help take care of her family. Ann first told me this story five years 
ago in my research on the history of the Mai-Kai and its people. 


Ann started in 1963 as a Mystery Girl and server in the Surfboard and 
Molokai bars. Each day she reported to work at 4PM where she first had 
to weigh in. If they were too much over their expected weight, they were 
sent home. It may sound absurd today, but even stewardesses at Delta 
Airlines had to weigh in. If you were going to be a Mystery Girl they expect- 
ed to be able to count your ribs! 


The Mystery Girl could not take tips, unless they were sent back to her, 
which meant earning less than a server. However, Mr. Thornton made 
sure they were comfortable, had a free meal and maybe a cocktail at the 
end of the night. Ann preferred the “Rum Cow’ cocktail. 


The Mystery Girl always had to keep her composure when performing. 
She was sport for many who did anything they could to get her to crack 
a smile or break her gaze. But, these professional girls were rarely side- 
tracked. One night Ann had set the Mystery Bowl down, leaned over to 
put the lei around the neck of the lucky man, when his extremely jeal- 
ous wife stuck her lit cigarette up Ann's skirt where it stuck to her inner 
thigh! With her concentration broken, she turned and punched the gal! 
Lots of witnesses made sure Ann was not in trouble; they helped ice her 
down and made sure she was comfortable. 


On another evening, Ann was performing the Mystery Ceremony carry- 
ing the bowl past a long line of people standing behind the velvet rope 
waiting to get inside the Molokai bar. When she saw someone out of the 
corner of her eye who was vaguely familiar, he reached out and grabbed 
her, which is a big no-no! He was quickly shown the door and carried 
outside. She realized the man was her father, whom she had not seen 
in many years but, as she was performing the Mystery Girl ceremony she 
could not react! Her father was there with the executives of US Steel and 
had never been to the Mai-Kai or heard of the Mystery Girl. He just knew 
Ann worked there. After she finished the ceremony, she told them who 
he was and Bob got him back in, apologized, sat them all at a big table 
with Ann for the duration, and paid for their meals and drinks. 


The Mai-Kai gave Ann opportunities to make extra money during the day. 
They knew she had a family to take care of so, she was often the first one 
offered the chance for more work. They traveled and worked all over 
South Florida doing private parties and catering, as well as promotional 
work such as playing a baseball game against the Yankees during spring 
training or against the Playboy bunnies. 


Ann's natural red hair was frowned 
upon by the Mai-Kai. The illusion of 
the Polynesian maiden meant dark 
hair. However, the wigs she had from 
her modeling days did get put into 
use. These days, when looking at old 
pictures, she is often not sure if she 
is looking at herself due to all the 
wigs. After a while there, they relent- 
ed and let her wear her red hair and 
red wigs. One of the most widely 
used publicity photos is of Ann in 
that big red wig. 


in the Surfboard Bar, complete with Derby Daiquiri 


Ann was the Mystery Girl featured in a movie that was available long ago via mail order 
from the back of magazines and sold in the gift shop. Though some people knew the 
movie existed, no one has ever found a copy. Ann said she had a copy and her grandchil- 
dren wore it out watching it. She did have it until a family of snakes made their home in 
the box where she stored it! It was thrown out many years ago, along with lots of other 
pieces of memories of that time. Also somewhere in that box was a picture of her in the 
Mystery Girl outfit standing next to a 6 foot tall cardboard cutout image of herself that 
was sent to the New York's World's Fair in 1964. Perhaps also in the box were the images 
of Ann in her Mai-Kai uniform in a Budweiser beer commercial: The world may never 
know what memories that box held. . : 


The few years at the Mai-Kai introduced her to many celebrities and movers and shakers 
in general. She was offered the chance to sail around the world and to spend years as 
part of a team exploring the Sacred Well in Chichen Itza. That exploration was a first for a 
woman and was recorded as part of a two year documentary by National Geographic 
which was shown nationally. The Mai-Kai was a jumping off point for many adventures 
and allowed her to do things few women were ever offered. 


Tim “Swanky” Glazner is the co-creator and former organizer of the annual Hukilau event 
centered on the Mai-Kai and an adopted child of the Mai-Kai family. He is producing the 
“Mai-Kai Memories Series” of custom ceramics and other items under license with the 
Mai-Kai and presenting a symposium on the Mai-Kai at Tiki Oasis 2011. 
www.swankpadproductions.com 


All images copyright Mai-Kai and Swank Pad Productions and shared 
for use in this issue of Tiki Magazine only. \ 


Ann with Toti and his child 


TOTALLY TIKIFIED 


Kirby and Polly's Rumpus Room 


La Crescenta, CA 
photos by Jonpaul Balak 
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HAWAII FIVE-O 
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Then and Now: Praise Jack Lord 
and Pass the Ammo 
By Will “the Thrill” Viharo 


“Book 'em, Danno.” 


This catchphrase is one of the most famous lines in television 
history, as frequently uttered to Detective Danny Williams (the 
late James MacArthur) by Commander Steve McGarrett (the 
even later Jack Lord) of the fictional “Five-O” crime-busting task 
force based in the real island paradise of Honolulu, Oahu. 


Now there is a new Danno in our cultural consciousness, won- 
derfully played by James Caan's son Scott (and actually, he's 
the third Danno - Tim O'Kelly portrayed the character in the 
original 1968 pilot.) Though also rather short and blonde to 
give some physical resonance and consistency with the popu- 
lar visage of Danno, Scott Caan totally re-interprets the charac- 
ter as a brash New Jersey wiseass (and divorced dad as opposed 
to single swinger) who demands equal time with his “partner” 
rather than the more subdued, soft-spoken, subordinate ver- 
sion made famous by MacArthur. And naturally there's an all- 
new McGarrett, now played by darkly handsome Aussie actor 
Alex O'Loughlin. Jack Lord's suavely macho, no-nonsense, world- 
weary and wise McGarrett has gone from being “The Man” 


"KE KINOHI" --When McGarrett's sister is kidnapped and his father's Champ box 
stolen from his apartment, Steve McGarrett (Alex O'Loughlin) and Five-0 discover 
new clues in his mother's murder, including possible ties to the Japanese mafia 


Alex O'Loughlin, Scott Caan, Daniel Dae Kim and Grace Park star on CBS's new incarnation of 
Hawaii Five-O 


(actually the working title of the initial series) to a younger, “hipper,” tat- 
tooed tough guy and team player with an often abrasive attitude and no 
problems bending the Law when it suits his agenda. Though the faces 
are different, other familiar names - and more significantly, the location 
- remain the same. The remainder of the unit's 21st century incarnation 
includes Lost alumnus and hipster heartthrob Daniel Dae Kim as a younger, 
hunkier Chin Ho Kelly (played by Kam Fong in ten out of twelve seasons 
of H50-1); and sweetly sexy Grace Kelly is Kono Kalakaua (a character 
on the first four seasons of H50-1, played by Gilbert Lani "Zulu" Kauhi), 
who has apparently undergone not only an age adjustment but also a 
sex change since last seen on the air. Kono has become Chin Ho's cousin, 
too. A certain amount of re-envisioning was bound to happen in order 
to rejuvenate and modernize the four-decade old concept. 


Created by Leonard Freeman, the original Five-O was the longest run- 
ning (1968-1980) and most influential TV cop show of its era, its record 
run finally beaten by Law and Order. (The first ten seasons have been 
released on DVD, with the final two forthcoming) Various attempts have 
been made to revive the enduringly popular franchise for both the big 
and the small screen since the final episode was broadcast in 1980, 
including an unaired 1998 pilot produced by veteran TV maven Stephen 
Cannell (who recently passed away) and starring Gary Busey. I've never 
seen it, naturally, but | dig the fact that this update was a continuation 
of the concept, not a remake, with Busey playing a new Commander of 
the Five-O unit, named Jimmy Xavier Berk, along with Russell Wong as 
“Nick Wong.’ James MacArthur even had a supporting role as “Governor 
Dan Williams”! (The Guv was played by '50s sci-fi hero Richard Denning 
in H50-1, and fellow film veteran Lew Ayres in the '68 pilot; Jean Smart 
is the modern female incarnation.) Cannell's update mimicked the famous 
opening, implementing a re-recorded take of Morton Stevens’ iconic 
theme music with some electronic percussion added for contemporized 
flavor, but for some reason, it wasn't deemed worthy of airtime and as 
of this date remains hidden from public view. 


The pilot for the latest version aired on September 20, 2010 - exactly 42 
years after the debut of the original. They also riffed off the famed open- 
ing credits sequence, naturally accelerated to literally keep up with the 
times, but including familiar sights like the Ilikai Hotel and the lolani 
Palace (location of the Five-O headquarters). Initially a snazzy, synthe- 
sized-rock version of the theme was used, but after a few episodes, an 
all-new, lushly orchestrated, completely faithful rendition of the theme 


Neil Jacobs/CBS 


"Pilot’-- Five-0's first case involves tracking a weapons dealer connected to McGarrett's (Alex 
O'Loughlin) father's murder, on the series premiere of HAWAII FIVE-O 


was introduced, recorded with musicians from the original sessions. It's 
actually the most dynamic version of the theme I've ever heard. 


The revamped characterizations, which naturally affect the nature of 
their collective interaction, may take some getting used to, especially if 
you're an old school purist. Along with the newly flippant Danno, we 
get a swaggering, glowering McGarrett, radiating both contemporary 
coolness and regular guy realness. O'Loughlin is a terrific actor, though 
he lacks Jack Lord's effortlessly imposing, naturally impressive presence. 
This isn't really an issue, though, since nobody nowadays could fill Lord's 
stylish shoes. The new formula is much more “buddy cop"/ensemble- 
oriented than the original, and McGarrett, while still a compelling, com- 
bustible human cocktail of vulnerability and volatility, is no longer the 
clear leader of the collaborative unit. Though an ex-Navy SEAL (Jack 
Lord's McGarrett was also a Navy vet), O'Loughlin's McGarrett has trou- 
ble accepting anyone's authority but his own, which, strangely, he does- 
n't exert too forcefully within his own team, reserving his irritable irrev- 
erence for outside officers and officials. Caan's Danno mouths off so 
much that one can imagine Jack Lord giving him a smack in the kisser 
to shut him up. Not so with O'Loughlin, who merely engages in friendly 
banter with his “subordinate” ally. Their side-bits are pretty amusing, 
serving primarily as extraneous comic distractions from the gritty main 
storylines. O'Loughlin and Caan exhibit an appealing rapport, and have 
found their own special rhythm, riffing off one other's different personas. 
You really believe these guys are friends, not just co-workers, and the 
same goes for the entire unit, including newcomer to the team, rouge 
CIA analyst Jessica Kaye (Larisa Oleynik). 


The new, fleshed out, complex “back stories” for the characters (the 
mysterious murder of McGarrett's father, named “Jack” in Lord's honor; 
Danno's ongoing domestic problems; Chin-Ho dealing with “dirty” accu- 
sations) are inevitable, given the fact the first show was so straightfor- 
ward, rarely delving into the personal lives of the principals. Initially, the 
plan was to make the series a sequel, like the '98 version, not a com- 
plete reboot, which would naturally lend itself to more creativity and 
less comparison, but apparently that approach wasn't deemed as com- 


"Mana'0" -- A Hawaiian luau turns into a nightmare when the body of a dead cop, 
who turns out to be Danny's (Scott Caan, third from left) ex-partner from the 
Honolulu P.D,, is found in the barbeque pit. Five-0's (Alex O'Loughlin, far left; Daniel 
Dae Kim, second from left; Grace Park, second from right) dogged investigation into 
the murder pits them against Internal Affairs, dirty cops and members of Hawaii's 
most powerful cocaine cartel (Bronson Pinchot, third from right) 


10,000 fans came out to Waikiki Beach for the Hawaii Five-0 premiere on 
Monday, September 13th, 2010 ® 


Neil Jacobs/CBS 
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Photo: Neil Jacobs/CBS 


Hawaii Five-0 is a contemporary take on the classic drama series about a new elite feder- 
alized task force whose mission is to wipe out the crime that washes up on the Islands' 
sun-drenched beaches. Left to right: Alex O'Loughlin plays Detective Steve McGarrett and 
Scott Caan plays Detective Danny "Danno" Williams 


mercially viable by the powers that be. Nonetheless, the inherent respect 
for the source material is pleasingly palpable. This is partly due to the 
fact that two of the reboot's writers are Alex Kurtzman and Roberto Orci, 
who were responsible for the very successful (commercially and cre- 
atively speaking) reboot of the equally sacred Star Trek franchise in 
2009. 


The distinctions between Five-O, twentieth century style, and the Five- 
O of the early twenty-first century aren't as glaring as, say, the separate 
centuries' takes on Ocean's 17, since Las Vegas went from being Sin 
City (1960) to Disneyland in the Desert (2001), and Frank Sinatra's Rat 
Pack was replaced by George Clooney's Mickey Mouse Club (which, 
ironically, included Scott Caan!). Hawaii has remained relatively unscathed 
by the “Sands” of time, despite the comparable corporate takeover of 
Waikiki and its immediate environs. Oahu is still a tropical (if urbanized) 
paradise and the scenery is relentlessly spectacular, with numerous loca- 
tions that are contextually complementary to the aloha action. 


All in all, the first season has proven the update's potential to succeed 
as a classic series in its own right. Familiar recurring second tier charac- 
ters have also returned to the scene of the crimes, like medical exam- 
iner Max Bergman (played by Masi Oka now, Al Eben then). HPD police 
sergeant Duke Lukela has resurfaced, too, via actor Dennis Chun (origi- 
nally played by ex-football hero Herman Wedemeyer). Best of all, the 
(re)introduction of notorious Five-O nemesis Wo Fat (immortalized by 
Khigh Dheigh, now played with sinister suaveness by Mark Dacascos), 
introduced atthe conclusion of the twelfth episode, "Hana'a'a Makehewa,” 
which featured a pleasant Mele Kalikimaka backdrop, is particularly 
exciting. The malevolent Wo Fat menace running through all the subse- 
quent episodes (shrewdly linking back to the pilot) came full circle in 
the explosive season finale, “Oia'i'o” (love those Hawaiian titles!), which 
was also the best episode of the series so far (including a clip of Elvis 
singing “Hawaiian Wedding Song” in Blue Hawaii), with several plot 
threads either pulled taut or totally unraveling in a remarkably dark, bru- 
tal, truly shocking mosaic of mystery and mayhem that bodes well for 
Season Two, promising more unpredictable twists and turns to come. 


Considering that four plus decades separate the two versions, H5O-2 is 
remarkably faithful to H5O-7, and indeed, the new producers (led by 
Peter M. Lenkov) promised to do justice to its legendary legacy. So far, 
they're (mostly) living up to that boast. To put things in proper perspec- 


BC) 


Mario Perez/CBS 


HAWAII FIVE-0 kicked off production in Honolulu with a traditional Hawaiian 
blessing in honor of its host culture. (left to right) Series stars Grace Park, Alex 
O'Loughlin, Scott Caan and Daniel Dae Kim, with Executive Producer Peter Lenkov 
receive the blessing from Kahu Kelekona Bishaw from Kamehameha Schools 


tive, just imagine if the '68 Five-O was actually a remake of a Five- 
O made 42 years prior - in 1926. The differences would be pretty 
stark, beginning with the inclusion of sound. Not to mention that 
fact that Hawaii had meantime achieved statehood, as opposed 
to being an allegedly sovereign tropical tourist destination. Age 
changes everything, like it or not. Only true classics weather this 
process, and Hawaii Five-O is proving to be relatively resilient to 
the tides of time. 


Sadly, James MacArthur, who gave the new show and its cast his 
official blessing from his home In Florida, won't be able to make 
his planned cameo, since he passed away on October 28, 2010, 
one of the final members of the original cast to leave us for that 
Big Luau in the Sky, survived by Al Harrington, who portrayed Ben 
Kokua in three seasons, '72-'75, and William Smith, who, as James, 
AKA “Kimo,” replaced the departing Danno as MacGarrett's part- 
ner in the twelfth and final season. It's oddly gratifying to be able 
to turn on the tube once a week and still catch a new wave of 
Hawaii Five-O, including that familiar opening and theme music, 
so many years after the first show's premiere. All | can say is, if 
it's good enough for James MacArthur, it's good enough for me. 


Hawaii Five-O airs Monday nights at 10PM on CBS. Be there. 
Aloha. 


Will “the Thrill” Viharo is a freelance writer, pulp fiction author, 
B movie impresario and lounge lizard at large. He hosts a movie 
nite called “Forbidden Thrills” once a month at Forbidden Island 
Tiki Lounge in Alameda, CA. His novels A Mermaid Drowns in 
the Midnight Lounge, Chumpy Walnut, Down a Dark Alley, 
Lavender Blonde and the “Vic Valentine, Private Eye” series 
are now available. www.thrillville.net/fiction 


Mario Perez/CBS 
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by Holden Westland 


When Tiki Farm first opened our doors back in the fall of 2000, 
the original conceptual direction and brainstorming occurred 
in my guest bedroom. My garage served as the warehouse 
and general industrial area. 1 was still running my 
eBachelorpad.com website and Tiki Farm was only a side- 
Project, it was secondary business priority. Original sculptures 
of Log, Dental, Drinky and Stoney, conceived and created for 
me by Squid were done in the vein of fun and experimenta- 
tion... | really wanted to venture into creating something rather 
than redistributing wares through the various eBachelorpad 
e-commerce subcategories. Samples were made, a simple 
foam lined salesman's “detail case” was purchased and | start- 
ed knocking on some doors hoping to get “the first 4” out in 
front of the buying public to gauge the feasibility of this dream, 
the dream to create. As many of you know, the result was Tiki 
Farm's first order, placed by Los Angeles based La Luz de Jesus 
and our mugs premiered same night as the world premier of 
Sven Kirsten's “Book of Tiki”... 11 years ago. 


So this was a good sign and | decided to set out to find the 
smallest office/warehouse combo available in my hometown 
of San Clemente, CA. | found it - a 1,400 sq. ft. building with 
a 250 sq. ft. office, a restroom and a little over 1,000 sq. ft. of 
warehouse. It was a spartanly appointed little place during 
our short 1-year tenure there. To walk into the front office was 
to walk into the front office of any other non-descript mixed 
office/warehouse based company. Within a year, we needed 
more space - a lot more space. 


Next up was a 5,000 sq. ft. facility with a great 1,000 sq. ft. loft 
upstairs that | converted into a bachelor game room... faux 
leopard skin padded walls, a regulation billiard's table, a 
“Gilligan's Island” pinball machine, dart board, thick cushy car- 
peting and overstuffed seating accommodations. The down- 
stairs front office was tricked out with 2 giant hand-painted 
“Shag inspired” murals plus lots of lauhala, bamboo... glass 
floaters, puffer fish, 2 Tiki bars, and “the works” 


Turns out it was more space than we needed so | ended up 
subletting the upstairs bachelor game room and a small por- 
tion of my warehouse to legendary surf artist, Drew Brophy. 
Drew, along with his wife and business manager Maria, occu- 
pied the building along with Tiki Farm for the next 3 years. 
Then, Drew moved out as a great little office/studio came up 
for rent in San Clemente's highly respected old-school “Surf 
Ghetto.” Towards the end of Drew & Maria's time with us and 
as we began to grow again, we began subletting additional 
warehouse space inexpensively up in an industrial area of Los 
Angeles. Again, | was stuck with too much space at our main 
San Clemente location. 


In January of 2006, we moved into an approximate 2,800 sq. 
ft. facility in the newer Talega area of San Clemente and we've 
been here since. This facility is the home of our beloved 
“Mugoomba” Tiki Bar built by my old friend Bamboo Ben. 
However, we need more space again and this is the point that 
| am getting to here... 


BEFLZOOLER LOVER DOLLA 


Tiki Farm will be moving our offices effective January 1, 2012 to a 
much larger facility and we decided that we wanted to leave our 
home of these last nearly 6 years in Tiki style. On Friday, November 
11th, 2011 (Veteran's Day holiday weekend... Friday is a day-off 
for most of us) we are throwing our... 


“Farewell to Mugoomba Big OI’ Tiki Bash III” 
"V1-11-11-11" 
(11/11/11 and our 11th year) 


You see, there's no way we can take Mugoomba with us - it's an 
impossible feat. Mugoomba will be dismantled into multiple 
pieces and indeed these “pieces” will grace our new location in 
varying capacities, but never again as an actual Tiki Bar... Mugoomba 
will be gone forever. Won't you please come join us and see her 
out in style? 


Please be sure to keep an eye on our Tiki Farm website as well 
as to be on the lookout for email blasts about this very special 
upcoming party! If you've never been to any of our prior Big Ol' 
Tiki Bash parties... you are in for what can be argued as the best 
single day party ever in the history of Tiki! Vendors, DJ, bands, 
Hawaiian dancers, Hawaiian food, top-shelf cocktails and an event 
commemorative very special Tiki mug! There is a limited capaci- 
ty of only 200 people for the nighttime portion of the event. This 
Big Ol' Tiki Bash will be our most meaningful to-date! 


So much of the inspiration of what we've created over our histo- 
ty is simply from the art of our friends and allies in Tiki. For the 
most part, we've taken imagery that's either been created specifi- 
cally for us to be interpreted as a Tiki mug or we've taken specific 
imagery from paintings that we've loved and with permission, 
turned specific Tiki images into actual viable Tiki mugs. Well, we've 
got a new technique that allows us to present our collectors with 
something “a little different.” 


Brand new from your friends at Tiki Farm and first up in a new 
series, our sandblasted “Classic Cocktail Set"! We're now able to 
take actual paintings and turn them into wraparound, sandblast- 
ed, hand-stained pieces of Tiki Drink Art! 


First up for the series is our long time friend and colleague, Derek 
Yaniger. When this technique came-to-light, Derek was the first 
person that came to mind who we thought would be a wonder- 
ful candidate to participate in this program. The entire staff agreed 
that seeing Derek's super-fun style “dancing” around the pitcher 
and matching mugs was a great idea. So | called Derek and after 
briefly discussing the scope of the project, Derek dove in head 
first! 


Our Classic Cocktail Set is limited to a total edition of 250 sets per 
artist. There will be 4 artists in total working with Tiki Farm on this 
great new concept and then... the molds will be destroyed and these 
cool new pitchers & mugs will be gone forever! Be sure to visit tiki- 
‘arm.com to keep an eye out for more information as it becomes avail- 
able and be sure to keep an eye out for future emails promoting this 
un new series. If you're not already a subscriber to our email blast, 
please sign-up in the upper right hand portion of our homepage. 


Right around the same time that this issue of Tiki Magazine hits the 
streets, also hitting the streets will be our premier issue of “Tiki Farm's 
Collector's Quarterly”! For years, so many of you have asked for us to 
put out more “behind-the-scenes” information as it relates to the daily 
happenings at Tiki Farm. Our Collector's Quarterly is specifically geared 
towards the goings-on at Tiki Farm. Unlike our beloved Tiki Magazine, 
which covers the gamut of “All Things Tiki”, our little magazine is spe- 
cialized to cater more to the appeal of just Tiki Farm collectors. We've 
worked very hard to become the world's largest manufacturer of Tiki 
mugs and to get to this point, well, there's been a lot of right turns, 
left turns, funny stories, obstacles, triumphs... parties, events, gather- 
ings... new artist premiers, limited editions, commissions... a count- 
less body of experiences has made Tiki Farm what it is today. We've 
worked harder than any other company in history to make the beloved 
“Tiki Mug” an item that is now a worldwide collected phenomenon. 


Within the pages of our Collector's Quarterly, you'll delve into the 
world of Tiki Farm and will not only get behind-the-scenes informa- 
tion exclusive to our readers, but you'll get exclusive sneak-peaks of 
upcoming projects, an exclusive annual listing of all of our commis- 
sioned pieces and where to find them, featured Tiki Farm contribut- 
ing-artist interviews, “Bringin' Back The Fun” announcements of upcom- 
ing Tiki Farm events, “What's in the Brew” product developmental 
news, overviews on the front-to-back workings of commission proj- 
ects from concept to reality and much, much more. To order your 
issue, please visit us online at tikifarm.com. 


Mahaloz and thanks for reading! 


Holden and your friends at Tiki Farm 
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Dave Fernandez and Rebecca Jakob-Fernandez have truly realized their dreams with the El Segundo, CA Tiki gem, The Purple Orchid 


El Segundo, CA Tiki Bar Celebrates Tenth Anniversary 


Story and Photographs by Kari Hendler 


Is there anything more powerful than having your dream come 
true? Add a leap of faith, a lot of hard work and the magic of 
Tiki, and you get The Purple Orchid -- the realized dream of 
Dave Fernandez and his wife Rebecca Jakob-Fernandez. Nestled 
in the beachy-industrial city of El Segundo, California, The Purple 
Orchid has become a destination place for people who love 
good cocktails, music and manicures. The Purple Orchid is also 
responsible for revitalizing a neighborhood that, until ten years 
ago, most people used to only drive by. Or do a drive-by. 


When you step into The Purple Orchid, it is obvious that this is 
a well-loved bar, meant for both locals and visitors. Its design 


Nestled in the middle of the block on a quiet side street off the main drag, 
The Purple Orchid has helped put El Segundo on the map for Tikiphiles 


encourages sociability -- from its purple pool tables to its unique curved 
bar. Being inside The Purple Orchid is all about spending time with your 
fellow man... or woman. “You know, we can sit behind our computers 
all day, but at some point we have to get out and have human contact”, 
says Rebecca. ” A bar is a healthy place, a happy place. It should be any- 
way!” 


Dave and Rebecca spent years doing serious (but enjoyable) research 
before deciding to open their own Tiki bar. They investigated what other 
bars were doing right, as well as wrong and they studied the demograph- 
ics of various neighborhoods. “! saw that all the other bars in El Segundo 
were completely focused on blue-collar workers and sports. There was- 
n't a nice place here where people could have a martini”, say Rebecca. 
“And | could see that this area was starting to change. | saw that it was 
getting better.” And | thought, “There's a niche here. There's a need for 
this in El Segundo.” 


It goes without saying (but I'm going to say it anyway), we are living in 
challenging economic times. For any independent business to thrive for 
ten years is quite an accomplishment. The Purple Orchid's success comes 
from its owners' planning. Not only is the bar open three hundred and 
sixty-five days a year (including Christmas Day), but so many fun things 
take place here that make you want to keep coming back. Some of these 
are pajama parties, great surf and rockabilly bands, joke contests, Halloween 
events, and the Orchid's signature Monday Manicure and a Martini. For 
only ten dollars, you get a good manicure and the martini is free. This 
makes the bar no money, but it brings people in and is just plain fun. “I 
always wanted to make this place very female friendly, “ says Rebecca. 


“That was really important to me. If the women are in 
here, the men will follow. And it turns out the guys love 
the manicures. They feel more comfortable getting their 
nails tidied up here than in a salon.” 


Rebecca and Dave deliberately created an environment 
of a retro-Tiki bar, as opposed to trying to make The Purple 
Orchid look Waikiki style. “All the décor we did ourselves,” 
says Dave. “We couldn't afford to hire anyone else to do 
it, and we had to stay open the entire time, even while 
we were decorating. The ceiling was done overnight in 
five-foot sections so we could be open the next day.’ All 
the lamps and the custom smoking lava wall were craft- 
ed by Dave. “One of the great things about doing Tiki 
décor is that perfection is really your enemy. You don't 
want it perfectly symmetrical” Another focal point is the 
restrooms, which have been wallpapered with actual 
pages from “The Book of Tiki” (with author Sven Kirsten's 
blessing). 


As for their eye-catching curvy bar, Rebecca jokes, “We 
used to be a straight bar, and now we're not. The beau- 
ty of the curves is when you sit at a straight bar, only two 
people can talk to each other, yet when you sit The Purple 
Orchid bar, you can get a group together and still sit at 
the bar and talk. This encourages sociability". The bar 
top (hand-poured by Rebecca and Dave) is embedded 
with their own sentimental items -- memories from Catalina 
(where they got married), Hawaii and various Tiki and 
burlesque events they've attended over the years. If 
you're stumped for conversation, you can point at any of 
the items in the bar and chat about that. 


The Purple Orchid has ten unique Tiki drinks, plus a few 
that aren't on the menu. Rebecca and Dave played “mad 
scientist” at home, to concoct their drinks. “You have to 
watch to make sure the bartenders get the measurements 
right so it doesn't taste like chum,” says Dave. They never 
do. They're all delicious. Plus the bar stocks a selection 
of menus from the neighborhood eateries so people can 
get food delivered while still enjoying the banana-y good- 
ness of a Funky Monkey. 


Rebecca has always loved Tiki. As a Los Angeles native, 
she frequented many the local Tiki bars and eventually 
found out about the growing Tiki revival scene. Dave says 
he was more into the shirts, until he met Rebecca. But, 
he understood and supported her dream of owning a Tiki 
bar. Although The Purple Orchid has been a bar since 
1946 (starting with the warm and fuzzy name of “The El 
Segundo Knife and Gun Club”) it was in sad shape when 
they found it. ” | thought this was so crazy when we got 
into it because this place was such a freaking dumpster. 
It was just awful. But Rebecca was able to see past that.” 
When they first opened, they advertised by using the allur- 
ing description of being hidden between the water treat- 
ment plant and the airport. But now the bar, and El 
Segundo, is a welcoming place full of lovely restaurants 
and art galleries. 


Everyone reading this has had that fantasy of owning a 
Tiki bar. Let Dave break it down for you: “Number one - 
if you 're not good with tools do not own your own bar. 
Things break all the time; you've got to fix it and if you're 
equipment is constantly down while you're waiting for 


ROTAX OO 


The Purple Orchid serves a variety of original cocktails including several that are not on the official 
menu, such as The French Zombie and The Ginger Bimbo 


The Purple Orchid recently celebrated their 10 year anniversary and continues to thrive, even ina 
shaky economy 


The magic is in the details: even the quickest scan of the Purple Orchid's interior reveals custom hand-carved Tikis, custom Dave and Rebecca are incredible supporters of the Tiki 


drinkware, an incredible resin bar-top filled 


There's always a brief opportunity for studying Tiki in the 
men's room of the Purple Orchid, as the walls are covered 
(29) with Sven Kirsten's Book of Tiki 


and surf scenes, and have hosted some legendary 
shows on their logo-Tiki adorned stage 


someone to come and fix it, you're doomed.” Rebecca: “The worst thing about owning 
a bar is when someone gets drunk and you have to throw them out.’ Dave: “No, it's 
not. It's when the plumbing backs up.” 


But it's still a wonderful life.’ Almost everyone who walks in, Rebecca and Dave greet 
personally. “One of the best things about owning a bar is that | probably know a couple 
hundred people by name”, says Dave. Rebecca: “Here's another great thing. When 
Dave used to be a psychologist and we'd go to a party, people would ask 'What do you 
do for a living?’ Dave would tell them he was a psychologist. Well, one of two things 
would usually happen. Either people would start telling him all their problems, or they'd 
run away from him. So...not very popular at parties. But you tell them you have a bar 
and, oh, now there's tons of stuff to talk about. “- Dave: “There's just the right amount 
of celebrity in owing bar.’ 


When Rebecca saw all her beloved old L.A. Tiki bars closing, she realized she wanted to 
keep the Tiki bar movement going and have it for the next generation. “A big piece of 
the reason why we've been able to do ten years without going under is because people, 
through Tiki Central, in particular, have embraced it,"says Rebecca. Dave: “Those peo- 
ple show up that bring us that culture, we don't generate it out of thinvair. If people from 
Tiki Central don't come here, then it's just a Tiki shell. What makes it a Tiki bar is when 
there are Tiki people in it.” We have patrons from twenty-one to eighty-seven”, adds 
Rebecca. “It has to appeal to all people, and this is multi-generational. The young peo- 
ple come in here and think this is cool because Tiki is new to them. For the older peo- 
ple, this place feels nostalgic or it's an oasis -- a place for them to get away from what- 
ever is going on out there. You can be a twenty-one year old sitting at our bar and have 
a great conversation with an eighty-seven year-old and, you know, it's okay. This is fun 
for everybody.” 
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Here's to another ten years of fun, Purple Orchid. 


Kari Hendler is a TV Script Supervisor and photographer who ve 
lives in Los Angeles, and is a big fan of Rebecca and Dave. 


Tiki Tunes * 


The Hula Girls 


Southern California's Purveyors 
of Hulabilly 


By John O. 


Tiki Music... What's the definition of that? Well, Sven Kirsten in his "Sounds 
of Tiki" CD liner notes, defines classic-era Tiki music much like an archi- 
pelago, with the main island of Exotica surrounded by the neighboring 
islands of Lounge, Hapa Haole, and Surf. 


Flash forward musically half a century later to the current Tiki Revival. | like 
to think that the volcanic spirit of Tiki, fused together with other elements 
of mid-century pop culture, has lead to the geological formation of some 
new musical islands. One of these recent formations is Hulabilly Island, 
which true to its name, channels a Poly Pop aesthetic through the influ- 
ence of late 50's Rock and Roll. And on this island, are its founders, The 
Hula Girls. 


The Hula Girls are actually all guys. The line-up being: 
Spike Marble - Guitar and lead vocals 

Kevin Bullat - Steel guitar 

Christian Kessler - Upright Bass 

Doug Sanbourn - Drums 

Lucas Vigor - Assorted percussion 


Their music isn't a strict "reenactment" of mid-century musical style, but 
rather something new and different. The Hula Girls are like a new tropical 
cocktail inspired by the classic drinks. Take a shot of Deke Dickerson, a jig- 
ger of Martin Denny, a splash of traditional Hapa Haole, mix well in a Tiki 
Revival shaker, and then float it with some Elvis Presley. 


It's obvious that Tiki culture is the inspiration for many of their songs. Poly 
Pop titles like "The Curse of the Tiki", "Moonshine Mai Tai", and "Suck ‘Em 
Up" are peppered with lyrics referencing places like Tiki Ti and the Sunset 
Beach Don the Beachcomber. And The Hula Girls don't just sing about 
Tiki, they live the Tiki lifestyle. Spike "Lucky Designs", Kevin "Tiki Bong", 
and "Lucas Vigor" are the some of the earliest members of the Tiki Central 
website and the SoCal Tiki community. 


They add a whole new exciting dimension to the Tiki party. Now, while 
most people will stay seated when enjoying an Exotica or Hapa Haole per- 
formance, the music of The Hula Girls just calls out to the audience to get 
on their feet and get on the dance floor. The festivity is further heightened 
with the addition of pinup models like Dinah DeRosa and Judy Luck pro- 
viding the Hulabilly-a-go-go hula moves to the band's music. Their live per- 
formances are some of the most fun and energetic among Tiki events. 
And while serving as a great soundtrack to the Tiki Revival, their music 
works on many other levels. This is "roots" inspired American Rock 'n' Roll. 
It is very similar in spirit to bands like X, Los Lobos, and the Blasters. In 
fact, DJ Bonebrake from the band X was involved in the production of some 
of The Hula Girls' songs. The manager for X also manages The Hula Girls. 
The cross pop-cultural appeal of their sound is evident in the successful 
shows they've played with Big Sandy, Stray Cats Lee Rocker and Slim Jim 
Phantom, Ape, Dick Dale, The Knitters, Dave Alvin, Los Straitjackets, Wayne 
“the Train” Hancock, and Hot Rod Lincoln. 


The origins of The Hula Girls go back to 2003 when Spike, Kevin Bullat, 
and Lucas Vigor played together in the Hapa Haole inspired Smokin’ 
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The Hula Girls have already played along side such modern music legends as 
The Tikiyaki Orchestra, Ape, Dick Dale, Los Straitjackets, Big Sandy, Dave Alvin, 
and Wayne Hancock 
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The Hula Girls's debut album The Curse of the Tiki was released in 2010 and fea- 


tures guest artists Gary Brandin, DJ Bonebrake and Crazy Al Evans 
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Tiki Tunes (continued) 


Christian Kessler, Lucas Vigor, Spike Marble, Kevin Bullat and Doug Sanbourn: The Hula Girls 


Menehunes. Spike later left the Smokin' Menehunes in 2005 to pur- 
sue other musical interests. 


In 2008, Lucas Vigor approached Spike to start another band with Kevin 
Bullat. Along with original drummer, Dominic Tucci, The Hula Girls 
were born. Lucas Vigor later left and was replaced on upright bass by 
(the always grinning) Christian Kessler. Showing that you can't keep a 
good Hula Girl down, Lucas returned to the band performing on added 
percussion. (And yes, Lucas and Kevin still continue to play with the 
Smokin' Menehunes). 


Here's some Q&A with Spike... 
What's your definition of "Hulabilly?” 


It's just kind of a term that we came up with to put a label on what we 
do. Our sound is very rooted in rockabilly, so that's where the ‘billy’ 
comes from, but we certainly are not limited to rockabilly. "The Hidden 
Village" (on Curse of the Tiki) is a very modern interpretation of a tra- 
ditional Martin Denny or Les Baxter Exotica tune and "Surfin' with Von 
Franco" is a very surf/ rock n' roll track. It's just kind of a funny word 
that | came up with... And | guess we're the purveyors of Hulabilly kind 
of by default! Ha-ha... 


Where did you come up with the name "The Hula Girls?” 


When Kevin and Lucas came to me about starting up something new, 
we made a huge list of names. Including stuff like “Diamond Head 
Deluxe” and “The Last Train to Hawaii” but none of them stuck or were 
all that strong. One of my favorite rock n' roll bands is The Lazy Cowgirls 
(who are all guys) and | always loved the irony of their name. | put our 
Hawaiiana spin on that idea. | thought it was funny and it took some 
convincing but eventually Kevin and Lucas bought into it. | tell you what 
though, it wasn't an easy sell! 
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Vocalist and guitarist Spike Marble 


Would you say Tiki is the main pop cultural and musical influ- 
ence for the band? Are you all first and foremost Tikiphiles? 


Tiki is absolutely our main pop cultural influence. | went to col- 
lege (University of the Pacific) in Stockton, CA in the late 1990's 
and started finding these funny little mugs from a place called The 
Islander for about a dollar in the thrift stores there. | had a design 
professor that collected all kinds of mid-century stuff and let me 
in on the whole Tiki thing. The Book of Tiki came out shortly there- 
after and | have been obsessed ever since. | still use the BOT as 
my main reference when writing new songs. It's very hard to come 
up with new material for THG without sounding corny. The BOT 
has still been the perfect inspiration to help me get out of a writ- 
ing rut. Kevin is absolutely a huge Tikiphile. His collection makes 
mine look miniscule in comparison. He has some really interest- 
ing and rare pieces in his collection, too. Christian and Doug did- 
n't come to the band as big mug collectors or as Tikiphiles, but | 
know that it's creeping in on both of them. It's hard to not like Tiki, 
once you really discover it and the history behind it! 


What's the story about that model on the cover of your album 
"The Curse of the Tiki?” 


Well, | ran an ad on the Pinup Lifestyle web site. It's a site devot- 
ed to pinup model casting calls and stuff... | had about 20 girls 
respond to our casting call and send me a ton of pictures. We even- 
tually narrowed it down to three girls but Dinah DeRosa stood out 
the most. She had a picture that was of her with an upright bass 
and it just captivated me. She flew down for a one day photo shoot 
at Don the Beachcomber that we did with my photographer buddy 
John Gilhooley. She was perfect for the cover. She also dances for 
us now too, along with Judy Luck. By the way, the Tiki on the cover 
is located in the room next to The Hidden Village at Don's. Thanks 
to Don the Beachcomber owners, Art and Delia Snyder, for letting 
us use DTB so much for video and photo shoots! 


Jonpaul Balak 
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What's it like playing in a band with members whose Tiki friendship goes back for 
almost a decade? 
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| feel super fortunate to be in a band with Kevin and Lucas. Kevin's steel guitar playing has really 
developed into some of the best in our genre. | got to see him take his playing from just starting 
out and learning, to really commanding the instrument. Lucas, while he has put down the upright 
bass in the Hula Girls, still ends some amazing backup vocals and percussion to the sound. He is 
an amazing talent with just about every instrument. If you have a second, take a listen to his stuff 
on Soundcloud at soundcloud.com/lucas-vigor. He also recorded almost all of the four-part back 
up harmonies on our album by himself. Just amazing! 


While he is no longer with the band, Dominic Tucci was a GIANT part of creating The Hula Girls’ 
sound and stage presence. He is a true fan of Tiki which led to many relevant and significant ideas 
from him. His voice is featured in a lot of the backup vocals on the album, too. He really was a true 
part of making The Hula Girls happen! 


The fairly recent additions of Christian Kessler and Doug Sanborn have both taken the band to a 
very professional level. The band has never been so alive. Christian is incredibly engaging on stage 
and has taken a role in the song writing process. His talent and creativity are really a benefit to the 
band. Doug is just virtuosic on the drums. His knowledge and experience as a career musician has 
become an immense asset in helping the band grow musically. 


Where do you get ideas for your songs? 


Jonpaul Balak 


Some song ideas come from life experiences, others are simply made up stories. | get a lot of inspi- 
ration from the items in my house. There's a lot of vintage Tiki and 1950s and early '60s stuff in 
there. Tikis, burlesque posters, guitars, ukes, tons of vinyl... Also, like | mentioned before, The Book 
of Tiki is still a big resource for me, too. Shag's paintings have also been a big influence in my song- 
writing. Especially on songs like "Curse of the Tiki" and a new one that | recently wrote called "The 
Suffering Bastard." Not linear stories so much as short pictures that all make up one song. 


It's a tricky thing to write for such a limited subject genre. You don't want to get too much Hawaii 
in there and ignore the Tiki side of things...or too surf without bringing the rockabilly thing in. Tiki 
isn't just Hawaii, and that's where | try to distinguish us from just being a Hawaiian band. So | try to 
mix it up a bit. 


What's the future for the band? 


Right now, we are in the process of writing new songs for our second album, which will hopefully 
be out sometime next year. We've also talked about doing a music video at Don's with a bunch of 
our pinup model friends. Overall, The Hula Girls are just working to be better at what we do. We 
want to keep the music fresh and interesting to our devoted fans, and to keep playing as many 
shows as we can in order to expand our fan base. 


The Hula Girls' debut album "The Curse of the Tiki" (in its 2nd pressing) is available on vinyl, CD, 
and digital download at iTunes. For more information on the band, go to their website 
www.thehulagirlsband.com of their Facebook page www.facebook.com/TheHulaGirls 


Jonpaul Balak 


THE HULA GIRLS CAN ALSO BE SEEN LIVE AT THESE UPCOMING SHOWS: 


Tiki Magazine Fall 2011 Release Party - 

The Purple Orchid in El Segundo, CA on August 5th 2011. 

The Hula Girls and Dick Dale - 

The Coachhouse in San Clemente, CA on August 13th 2011. 

The Hula Girls at the Tiki Oasis Car Show - 

Tiki Oasis at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in San Diego, CA on August 20th, 2011. 
Pool Side at the Viva Las Vegas Rockabilly Weekender - 

The Gold Coast Hotel in Las Vegas, NV on April 6th - 8th, 2012. 


For more information on these shows, check Tiki Central at www.tikicentral.com 


John O. (aka JOHN-O) is a Tikiphile living in Santa Monica. In between trying to figure out 
if Charles Bukowski ever drank in a Tiki bar, he tries to stay out of trouble on Tiki Central. 


Upright bassist Christian Kessler (45) 
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LAVAPALOOZA 


TIKI- STYLE HAWAIIAN MUSIC VERSIONS 
OF YOUR FAVORITE ROCK AND RAP HITS 


NEW CD ON SALE NOW! 


Featuring tiki/exotica versions of songs like 
"Paradise City," "Cruel Summer," 
"Rock Lobster," "Island In The Sun," 
"Gangsta's Paradise," and 10 more! 


Just imagine Don Ho 
singing Weezer and you've got 


JOHNNY ALOHA: LAVAPALOOZA! 


cD COVER ART BY SHAG! FULL-COLOR 12-PAGE BOOKLET INSIDE! 


johnnyaloha. com facebook: com/ohnnyaloha 


ALSO AVAILABLE FROM COVERAGE RECORDS 
OK BARTENDER VIVA LA VODKA 


TWO NEW CDs FROM 
RICHARD CHEESE & LOUNGE AGAINST THE MACHINE 


NOW ON SALE AT RICHARDCHEESE.COM AND ITUNES 


photographs bv LUCKY BRONS' 
hair by TARA ALEXANDER make 
shot on location at san diego's historic. BALI HAI 


If you've ever seen-the Hulabilly band, 
the Hula Girls, you've heard some 
great music and no doubt had a fun 
time. What you'll also notice are the 
beautiful girls in coconut bras and 
grass skirts dancing at each end of the 
stage. Who are these girls? They're 
models Judy Luck and Dinah 
DeRosa. Tiki Magazine shot these 
tropical beauties at San Diego's Bali 
Hai. Next time the Hula Girls 

play at a venue near you, make it a 
point to be there, we will. Enjoy! 
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AVAILABLE AT iTUNES, \ 
OR_ON COLORED VINYL AT THEHLLA i IRLSMUSIC COM: 
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TIKI OBJECTS by 
Kgilua-Kona, Hawaii ° S K Q 
| es 
rk af 
Everything Tiki 
Se SS = 
Vintage & original cocktails r www.tikibosko.com 
Fresh, local, seasonal ingredients 
Retro Hawaiian vibe 
Downtown Kona, across from the ocean on historic Alii Dr. 


THE 
UNEXPECTED TIKI 


Where 
Old World Tikis 
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oy A | 


ATOMIC 
<) SpaceAge 


Hot Rods... 
Tikis... 


and More... 
WWW.EYEBALLJOHN.COM 


DONT MISS OUR UPCOMING ANNUAL PARKING LOT SALE! 
NORTHERN CAL'S LARGEST TIKI FLEA-MARKET. SUN 9/25/11 


Tiki on Screen “” 


“THUNDER over j 


TEMPTATION 
and TERROR 


‘ 
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THUNDER ove HAWAII 


Copyright Sunset Productions 
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SOUTH SEAS DRIVE-IN THEATER 
Story by Ron Ferrell 


Like many Polynesian Restaurants, the Drive-In Theater has all 
but disappeared from America's landscape. Some of us remem- 
ber the evenings as children when going to the movies was sec- 
ond only to going to a theme park. A few bucks for a carload of 
movie fans usually started with a cartoon, coming attractions, the 
main feature, intermission, more coming attractions and a sec- 
ond feature. The following is a sample of what may have been 
playing on an outdoor screen near you... 


She Gods of Shark Reef-1957 


Two brothers attempt to steal some crates full of guns and the 
"evil" brother ends up killing one of the guards. He is played by 
Bill Cord. While fleeing from the law, their sailboat is caught in a 
storm and they end up shipwrecked on the island of Vana Kai. 
They are saved from the surf by the only inhabitants, sarong-clad 
female pearl divers. 


The reef is protected by a large underwater Tiki idol and sharks. 
Lisa Montell plays Mahia, who is offered as a sacrifice to the Shark 
Gods. The good brother, played by Don Durant, takes a paddle- 
board out to rescue the beautiful Mahia who he falls in love with. 
The evil brother attempts to steal the pearls from the natives and 
angers the Gods with typical results. 


The movie is shot entirely on the Hawaiian island of Kauai with 
several scenes at the Coco Palms Hotel grounds. Wardrobe was 
by Alfred Shaheen of Honolulu and it is worth watching just to 
see what everyone is wearing. 


She Gods of Shark Reef is a low budget South Seas motion pic- 
ture produced by B-movie king Roger Corman. | would rate this 
more of a C- movie and the poor video transfer does not help 
much. It's available in color on DVD from Alpha Video. The qual- 
ity of the Digiview Entertainment release is even darker. 


Naked Paradise-1957 


Crooks charter a sailboat skippered by Richard Denning with plans 
to rob a pineapple plantation payroll. The thieves set fire to a sug- 
arcane field to distract the workers and hide the loot in hollowed 
out pineapples. The skipper falls for the head crook's girl Max, 
played by Beverly Garland who is drunk throughout most of the 
movie. One of the bad guys is hot for a native girl and holds her 
hostage while waiting for a boat to take the gang to Honolulu. 


Before the other boat can get there, Max and the Skipper sail 
away from the crooks, but are turned back during a storm. Fighting 
and general mayhem erupts among the tropical splendor that is 
Kauai with scenes at the Coco Palms Resort, where sharp eyes 
may spot a couple of Tikis, and the Hanalei pier. 


What do Naked Paradise and She Gods of Shark Reef have in 
common? They were shot back-to-back by Roger Corman to save 
money and time, and Lisa Montell plays another native girl as she 
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She Gods of Shark Reef 


does again in Pearl of the South Pacific. Alfred Shaheen's bright 
wardrobe makes another appearance. Richard Denning later 
played the Governor in the original Hawaii Five-O TV series. The 
film was re-titled Thunder Over Hawaii for its 1960 re-release. 


This is the better of the two movies and while it lacks the stan- 
dard black pearl thievery, it does have "white man falls for native 
girl” with a little twist. The color of the 1980s VHS is much bet- 
ter, but unfortunately it is out of print with no DVD release at 
this time. 


1 Sailed To Tahiti With An All Girl Crew, Pearl Of The South Pacific, 
Twilight For The Gods, Aloma of the South Seas, Hell's Half Acre, 
One Way Wahine, Voodoo Island, Jungle Heat, plus many, more... 
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She Gods of Shark Reef 


Copyright American International Pictures 
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Kon-suming Passions 


Tiki Kon planning committee members (L-R) Heather Gregg, Noel Henneman, and Blair Reynolds join home bar tour participant Justin DuPré (kneeling) at Tony Starlight's Supper Club 


Fans and Friends Descend on Portland 


for the Northwest Tiki Kon 


Story by Aaron Ragan-Fore 
Photos by Jennifer Ragan-Fore 


The lights, like the music, are low. The food is greasy and filling. 
And the company can't be beat. It's the perfect environment to 
nurse a Sunday morning hangover. 


Scott McGerik looks up from the kalua pork, macaroni salad, and 
other assorted Hawaiian delicacies sharing room on his brunch 
plate with mainland fare like scrambled eggs and fruit. “It's a shame 
how few people appreciate something like this,” he pronounces, 
gesturing with his knife at a glowing red lantern. 


McGerik, a computer programmer visiting the northwest from 
Minnesota, is clad in an aloha shirt and a turquoise lei. He's seated 
next to his similarly-attired wife Kat, a nurse and massage thera- 
pist, in a comfortable curving booth at the back of The Alibi Bar and 
Restaurant, a Portland, Oregon Tiki bar dating back to the 1940s. 


The McGeriks have traveled to the Northwest to celebrate with like- 
minded Tiki fanatics at Northwest Tiki Kon VIII, with the incredible 
theme of “Atomic Tiki.” 


You and Me and the Bottle Makes Three 


The 2010 Kon officially kicked off the night before, with an evening 
of food, follies, and friends at Tony Starlight's Supper Club (tonys- 
tarlight.com). With handcrafted items for sale by tropikitschy ven- 
dors, the Kon offered a sort of tropical-themed Etsy in the club's 


entryway. 


Tony's is a swank, retro Portland nightspot usually styled to look like 
you could expect a set belted out by Frankie or Dean. But tonight 
the dining room has been transformed into a thatched Tiki para- 
dise, a fitting environment for patrons to enjoy seafood, strong drinks, 
and stronger music courtesy of Portland's own seven-piece orches- 
tra, Sneaky Tiki and the Lava Lounge Orchestra (lavaloungeorches- 
tra.com). 
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Heather Gregg, who along with her husband Craig Hermann com- 
prises a Tiki power couple (if there is such a thing), calls the evening 
at Tony's “our reach out to a bigger Tiki population” amidst a smaller 
core event jointly hosted by a committee, all of whom count them- 
selves as Gregg's and Hermann's friends. 


“We will never be a big event like Hukilau or Tiki Oasis, but we like it 
that way!” Gregg enthuses. “We also like to keep the event focused 
on what makes Tiki culture unique: the handcrafted drinks, the art, 
the decor, the ohana, the clothes.’ 


Neither those priorities nor the intimate feel to the event are lost on 
the attendees, who seem to be having a fabulous time helping to 
recreate a bygone era. And with mid-century melodies like “Aloha 
'Oe” and the Pink Panther theme, Sneaky Tiki kept the cats and kit- 
tens purring all night long. 


Taking the Luau Way Home 


After all the grog the night before, it's no wonder the Tiki faithful looks 
a little groggy themselves the next morning at brunch. But after forti- 
fying with coffee and vittles at the Alibi, the whole floral print-bedecked 
troop piles onto a charter bus for Tiki Kon's central (and signature) 
event, the home bar tour. 


Gregg cites “a desire to keep it small, as the ‘Original Tiki Home Bar 
Tour' is integral to the formula of Tiki Kon,” as the driving force of the 
Kon's family feel. “Taking 50+ people into a private home necessi- 
tates that we stay a friendly, smaller group.’ 


Justin DuPré, president of Portland's Mid-Century Modern League 
(and blessed to hold jobs in two Tiki bars simultaneously), says that 
he and his partner, web coder Greg Clapp, had very few friends when 
they first moved to Portland. In volunteering their mid-century ranch 
house and its basement lounge for the home bar tour, DuPré says 
they “quickly found a great group of people who appreciate Tiki and 
vintage stuff.” 


And DuPré and Clapp are about to welcome a few dozen new friends 
into their home: the charter bus is rolling closer. “Since we live in the 


Tiki ohana hang loose outside 
the happening scene at 
Portland's Elroy Artspace 


Elroy Artspace owner Joe Staskerz and his wife Dana pose 
with the "Atomic Tiki" wall vinyl by Jonathon Hill-Jacquard 


northwest and have many gray days, we wanted to create a place 
where friends can get together and pretend we are someplace trop- 
ical at any time of year,” says DuPré. 


Another notable stop on the bus tour is Elroy Artspace (elroyart- 
space.com), a snug gallery of modern art with an obvious warm 
spot for Poly-pop and lowbrow works. Today's show is predictably 
Tiki-themed, with works including an atomically-themed vinyl wall 
decal by Jonathon Hill-Jacquard (a framed print of which currently 
adorns the wall of your humble author). 


In direct opposition to the permissive and friendly atmosphere of 
this intimate annual gathering, the eyebrow-raising theme of Tiki 
Kon 2011, scheduled for July 15-17, is “iTabu!” Gregg promises that 
this year's event will feature “New sponsors, new venues, new out- 
reach, new friends!” 


The Kon planners have some fun stuff in store this year, including 
the return of Elroy Artspace with a “Scootiki” art show featuring 
works by Bosko and Bamboo Ben, as well as a Tiki fashion show 
co-hosted by AlexSandra's Vintage Emporium (alexsandras.com). 


As incredible as the 2010 Kon was, it seems there's 
no rest for the Tiki! 


Check out tikikon.com or 
facebook.com/pages/Tiki-Kon/63456013532 

for details of this year's Northwest Tiki Kon, ¢ 
scheduled for July 15-17, 2011. 
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A new series of children's books by 
Floridas Peter Janus 


By Nick Camara 


Images Courtesy Peter Janus 


Meet the Tikis is a series of Tiki-themed books for children young and old by Florida's 
Peter Janus. There are to be 16 books in all with the 1st recently released called 
“Cabana Tiki.” What started as fun, tropical, Tiki paintings, turned into a cast of char- 
acters come to life. 


Who is Peter Janus? Peter is actually a Midwest transplant to Florida. He was born 
in Chicago and lived there for 10 years before moving with his family to Wisconsin 
Dells, WI. Peter refers to Wisconsin Dells as “the Disney World of Wisconsin.” Peter's 
first Tiki memory is from a family trip to Hawaii as a child. “We went to Maui. | 
remember admiring the hand-carved Tikis at the 
local markets and seeing Coco Joe's in the local 
shops. | ended up buying one.” 


Peter was artistic with a business-sense as a kid. At 
the age of 16, he was working at the family motel 
businesses (his family owned 2 motels) in Wisconsin 
Dells. Peter's dad allowed him to use one of the 
cabins at one of the motels to start his own busi- 
ness. PJ's Cards and Comics was born. He came up 
with his own logo and designed the entire store. 
He even had an article written about him in a local 
newspaper. 


After a few years, he then moved to the college 
town of Madison, WI. While always loving to shop 
for toys, he decided to open his next business, a 
vintage/collectible toy store called Crazy Collectibles. bs ‘ . ; 
“I designed the logo, painted the inside of the store The Janus's proudly displayed their wares at 2011's Hukilau in Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
and created the store signage which featured a char- 

acter.” It got a lot of attention and developed somewhat of a following. It even had 
a few celebrity customers like Foo Fighters front man/Nirvana drummer Dave Grohl 
and Smashing Pumpkins bassist D'Arcy Wretzky. The venture lasted a few years 
before eBay started and killed the market for small collectible toy store owners. 
But it was during this time, while at a thrift store shopping for toys for his business, 
Peter met his future wife Erin. “See, you never know what you'll find.” 


Peter and Erin moved down to Florida in 2004. “After working really hard for 4 years 
in real estate, | realized | needed to slow down and remembered how much | loved 
art. In 2008, | decided to get back into it and started painting again. My inspiration 
for the Meet the Tikis series comes from the fun free flowing abstract art you see 
in Florida, Disney, and Tikis from Wayne Coombs' Mai Tiki in Cocoa Beach, FL.” You 
may remember Wayne Coombs as our featured carver in the Spring '09 issue of 
Tiki Magazine. “| really love Wayne's (Mai Tiki) Tikis. They are the true inspiration in 
my love for Tiki. | admire all that he has created and the great energy each piece of 
his has.’ 


The next installment in the Meet the Tikis series, Easter Moon, will be 
coming out in June 2012. Look for Peter's art and books in retail 
stores and art shows throughout Florida. For more info, go to Peter's 
websites www.tropikiglobal.com, www.peterjanus.com and 
www.tropikiwholesale.com. 


Janus's wife Erin in front of one of his Tiki mailboxes 


DIONYSUS RECORDS PRESENTS 
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THE EXOTIC SOUNDS OF JERRY SUN: Vintage exotica! LP only numbered edt of 500 with free download coupon 
CREEPXOTICA: Mysterious modern primitive spellbinding sounds - Ltd four song 7” 45 RPM vinyl with download coupon 
ALSO AVAILABLE: Orchestra Superstring “Easy” CD, The Beachcomber Trio Live From Kahiki Itd. LP, 

Kava Kon “Tiki for the Atomic Age” LP/CD, Skip Heller Lua-O-Milo CD, The Creepy Creeps “Fink About It” LP/CD, 
Robert Drasnin “Voodoo,” “Voodoo Ii” CDs and “Voodoo” 7” picture disc - releases by Lushy, Clouseaux and many others. 
Dionysus Mail Order specializes in exotica, surf, lounge, garage, psychedelic, punk, rockabilly and outsider music. 

Over 2000 items on LP, 7” and CD. Take a visit to www.dionysusrecords.com and click on the shop! 


QC eet cLOCKS — 


| App SOMe Tiki SPice &0 YOUP DECOP WIEH EHESE FUN AND FUNCEIONAL cLOcks || 
| visit Tiki D@LiGHES.COM 1 | 


POP ALL TIKI-EXOtICA CLOCKS AND OtHEP MUSICAL StYLES. See TIKI D MUSIC AND Accessories, £00 
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ONE-OF-AKIND HANDMADE PRODUCTS 


Where Good Rum is Inmeortaliized, f 


Fresh Squeezed(duiceshingall 
Don's'SignaturelCocktails 
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EARTH'S PRIMITIVE 
SOCIETIES WERE 
NO MATCH TO 
THE SUPERIOR 
TECHNOLOGY OF = Ipec, 

THE TIKI EMPIRE. 


THROUGHOUT 
THE AGES OF 
THIS PLANET 
THEY CAME 


BY; 
@KEITH TUCKER | 
WWW. : FZ A ob 
im AES | 


TUCKERSTIKIS.COM 


Ol Vic, what 


happened?! loudmouth 


reaching 

for the 

pretzels 
laid me out! 
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By Mark Gillespie 
markgspot.con fe 


THE TIKI'S 


CAME TO 


GATHER SLAVES 


FOR THEIR 
‘ADENT EMPIRE 


Are you okay? 
I'm a goner, kid! 


My life is passing 
before my eyes! 


A) 


a 
Bhai’ 


SET YOUR WEAPONS 
TO STUN MODE, WE 
WANT THEM INTACT, 


AND COLLECT 
YOUR QUOTAS. 


It's icy cold and so refreshing! 
It's icy cold and so refreshing! 


Vic, That's not your life 
passing before your eyes... 
that's a flashing beer 
sign on the opposite wall! 

| x WAY 


ANS, 


Meanwhile, over 


THIS MOAI IS 
JUST TOO POWERFUL 
. a q 


MY POWERS ARE 
USELESS!!! 


Gas 


‘METEORITE-RADIATION FROM 
MY HOME-PLANET, 
BROUGHT THIS MOAT TO LIFE 


HIS COPIOUS 
AMOUNT OF 

URINE Is 
CAUSING THE 


We'll forever 
be in your debt 
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Los Angeles, CA 


Polly Walls-Balakhani at the legendary Omni Hut, Smyrna, TN 


Do you read your 

Tiki Magazine 
MAGHZME in interesting places? 
If so, e-mail your picture to infoeTikiMagazine.com 


and you might be in our next issue. 
“Note: Please make sure submitted images are at least 3"X5” @ 30Odpi. 


DJ Sigband at the Tiki-Ti's 50th anniversary party, Damon Schopen at Piazza San Marco, Venice, Italy 


Co-owner of Frankie's Tiki Room, Allison Hartling, in front of the former 
Trader Vic's, now Polinesio, Havana, Cuba 
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OMn! HUT 


FOLYNESIAN RESTAURANT 
ESGA@BLiSHED 1960 


WORLD 
| FAMOUS 
FOODS 


APALI 
HOTEL : “Created in a million miles of travel” 


Carver/Owner of Tiki Republic, Pierre Mosley, at the Kaanapali Hotel, Maui, HI OREN “ 


TueSDay - SatliPDay 
9:30PM - 9:30PM 


CLOSED SUNDAYS & MONDAYS 
B.Y.0.B. 


HiGHWaY 41 & 7OsoutH 
SIMYPNa, TeNNeSssee 


(615) 459-4870 


WWW.OMNIHUT.COM 


John Coyle, AKA Aquatic Safarinaut, in Sydney Harbor, New South Wales, Australia 
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Custom Tropical Décor 


“Mortgages & Mai-Tai’s... 
Whatta Life!” 


Professional and Confidential Service 
for all of your 
Real Estate and Mortgage 
requirements, 
call Chris Garland 
562-500-9800 
or email 
mysmartloan@yahoo.com 


Complete Party rental serve 
available at great prices 


“Let me make your Vacation 
Dreams come true!” 


For all your 
Travel and Cruise requirements, 
call Karen Stuetz (WooHooWahine) 
949-582-1324 
or email 
woohoowahine@yahoo.com 
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(Ce) Local |Expert 


HONOLULU SINCE 1956 


CHILLED ba 


08/13 | 


SATURDAY 


Is ] EVENING CONCERT with SPECIAL GUESTS 
A $10,000 PRIZE S 
WORLD’S BEST MAI TAI! Tickets available now at groovetickets.com 


